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Right Reverend Father in Gods. 


PETER, 


Lord Biſhop of 
BATH and WE LLS.. 
Mx Lo ORD; 
| pot the. firſt: 
g. Edition of this: 
little Book to: 
=s Tour Lordſhip: 
when' Tou were newly decla-- 
red Biſhop of this Dioceſs, 
F. Bs 


——_— tw. — 


The Epiſtle 


and what I then writ was 
to congratulate Tour Lord- 
ſhip, and to i ronifie how 
bappy IT efteemed this Cler- 
gy and People, in ſuch a 
relation : Tour Lordſhip hath 


now govern'd ſeveral. years 
among us, and fully an- 


ſmer d the expectations of 
" thoſe that knew Tow, "and 


the deſi res of thoſe Wie did 
not, in the wildons and 


Juſtice . of Your. - Manage- 
ments ; ſo that at this time 
 Achnowledgments' are more 
proper than Congratulati- 
ons ; 


Dedicatory. 
| ons; and particularly, we 
| ought with humble thanks 
fulneſs to own Your Lord- 
ſhips care and zeal. for the 
great Intereſt of the Church, 
and - Religion that I preſs 
in this Diſcourſe, - the ſucceſs 
* of which hath been - very 
encouraging, and particu- 
larly in this place, where 
among. about 1100 Con- 
municable perſons, Inhabi- 
tants of the Three Pariſhes 
within this City, I gave 
the Sacrament. this © laſt 
Eaffcr to above 800. of 
Ko them. 


——_—— 


The Epiſtle 
them. TI pray God to con- 
tinue, and to increaſe this 
number ; Through his grace 
and help I hope to give 
yet a better account of the 
regularity of this People. - 
I writ the Diſcourſe for 
their uſe, and it had gone 
70 further if I could have 
got Tranſcripts enough for 
them: in defe# of ſuch, [ 
committed it to the Preſs, 
and underſtand fince that 
God hath bleſt thefe poor en- 
deauours. tn divers other 
places with. ſucceſs, much: 


— 


—— 
beyond my expectations. 

I have often thought 
ſince of writins other little 
Manuals, concerning Hear. 
ing, Prayer, Meditation, 
and ſuch like, chiefly for 
the needs of thoſe of mine 
own charge, wit reference 
alſo to a more publick be- 
nefit; but my great and 
- conſtant buſineſs of preach- 
ing twice a week, and at- 
tendance every day, and al. 
moſt everyhour of itz on the 
Church, or other ſervices of 
his people, will not hitherto 
Theſe 


permit. 


The Epiſtle 
T heſe are Times in which 
our utmoſt diligence is: ne- 
ceſſary, not only for the re- 
ducing the Miſled on the one 
hand, but for the exciting 
the Cold, and unconcern d on 
the other : and 'tis' hard to 
fay from which the Church © 
hath ſuffer'd more, either | 
the miſtakes of Zeal, or the © 
want of it. We, Your Lord: 
ſhips Clergy of this Dioceſs, 
beſides the other Common 
conſiderations of Duty, and 
Spiritual rewards, have the 
Incentives of Your Lord-, 
ſhips 


Dedicatory. 
ſhips encouragement and 
example, and if we are 
remiſs ; our negligence will 
be inexcuſable, and our guilt 
will be aggravated by our 
priviledge. 

My Lord, 1 pray God 
| give. Tou further ſucceſs in 
| Pour pious endeavours for 
the good of this poor, broken, 
and divided Church ; and 
| make all the Miniſters of it 
faithful, and induſtrious in 

their great, and moſt honou-. 
rable Calling; that we may 
_ gain the favour and appro- 
bation 


The Epittle, &c. 
bation of God, and ther 
tis no matter how we are 
treated, or thought of © by 
perverſe, and ſenſual Men. 
So ever prayeth, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips 
Moſt faithful and* 
molt obedient Servant, 


Jos, Granviii. 


f1J 


 R.D- © UK) 
PEOPLE of my Charge. 


My dear Nezgbbeurs, 


Lthough We of the publick 
Miniſtry cannot- expect 
to domuch by our periwa- 
-ſtons and endeavours, in 
ſuch an Ageas this; 'Yet weought to 
perſevere in our work with Courage 
and Reſolution , and not ſuffer our 
ſelves to be overborn by any difficul- 
ties,or diſcouragements whatſoever - 
For Duty belongs to us, but Events 
unto God , who will reward the 
Labonrers whatever be the ſucceſs 
of their Labonurs. And as every 
Minſter of Religion ought to be 
Active , and reſolved in the Work 
and .patience of the Goſpel, So he 
ſhall then beſt acquit himſelf in it, 
when he ſtudies the proper needs of 
the Age, and p'ace wherein he lives, 
hls and 
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and accordingly directs his endea- 
vours to provide for them. Now 
there is nothing, that I know, that 
is wanted more in our Days, than 
a due, ſenſe of the neceſlity and 
advantages of the Holy Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper , the general 
neglect, not to ſay contempt ,. of 
which, hath, 1 am perſwaded, 
© beena great and ſad occaſion of the 
debauchery, and. diviſions that are 
amongſt us, and I verily think, that 
there could not be a more effeCtual 
means to reduce us to Sebriety and 
Union, than a frequent and reverend 
- uſe of that divine Inſtitution. From 


v this perſwaſion 1 have earneſtly, 


and often (as you can bear me 
witneſs ) preſs'd this great duty 
upon your Conſciences, and at- 
fetionately recommended it to your 
practice. 1 have repreſented its 
Nature with all poſlible. plainneſs, 
and urged its Neceſſity with - a 
Vipour 1a ſome meaſure ſuitable 
to ſo great an occaſion 5 I have 
told you the danger. of willful neg: 

| | Ws le& 


to the Lozds Dupper, 

lect on the one hand; and the be- 
nefits of due performance, on the 
. other ; But, notwithſtanding all , 
there are too many of you, that ſeem 
yet inſenſible, and unconcerned. I 
have publickly deſired thoſe that 
are either 5g107ant or diſſatisfied, to 
a ren my private help, and In- 
ſtruction, and have offer'd them the 
utmoſt of my aſliſtance for their 
better information, and direction. 
And after. all this, I know not 
what I can do more to ſerve you 
in this great intereſt of yours, ex- 
cept I put ſomething into your 
hands that may be ever with you, 
and ' that you may conſider on all 
occaſions. Publick Teachings, by 
word of mouth, are too much 
looked upon As cuſtomary exerciſes, 
and on that account , they loſe 
their force with ſomez and the 
greateſt part evenof the better Au- 
ditors cannot keep their minds ſo 
cloſe, and intent, to a Diſcourſe 
ſpoken, as to receive it in its full 
evidence, and power; or thouga 
T «| B 2 he 
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the hearers are never ſo diligent , 
and careful, our. words are forgot- . 
ten quickly, and the affeftions that 
they raiſe, vaniſh. without any con- 
ſiderable -effe&t' upon : their - wills. 
For” which reaſons I have reſolv- 
cd upon this Courſe, to caſt ſome 
of the plain things 1 have preach'd 
concerning the Holy Sacrament 1n- 
to writing; - That thoſe who are 
unfit for that 'great duty by reaſon 
of [pnorance , may have "the pro- 
pereſt means of Inſtruction that 1 
can provide for them, always in 
their power , and when they pleaſe, 
before their eyes: And that thoſe 
that deprive themſelves of the Bene- 
fits of this moſt excellent Ordinance, 
by reaſon of the Miſtakes of thelr 
erring underſtandings; may alſo 
tave the moſt ſuitable help I can 
give, towards the ſetting their 
mipds right, and the reconciling 
ther. to their Privilege, and their 
LAY. - -. : 44+ 
For theſe purpoſes, I ſhall C as 
my manner 1s ) repreſent what -l 

| have 


to the Lozds Supper; 

have to ſay, inthe moſt diſtin and 
eaſie way | can contrive, avoiding 
all things that are hard, either 1 
notion or expreſſion And ſtrive , 
as near as is poſlible , to: fpeak all 
along to the moſt ordinary under- 
ſtandings. For I look vpon plain- 
neſs as the beſt dreſs for Truth , and 
ay great care and endcavour, con- 
frantly is, to be w:derſtood by all, as 
fac as the ſubject will bear. 

In che purſuic of what I iatend , 
1 mean, by Gods help, to procecd 
ia this order. 

(1)1 ſhall diſcourſe wich all con- 
venient brevity, and plainneſs, the 
Nature and deſizn of the Lords Sup- 
per; and | 

(2) Give the General Reaſer: to 
inforce the Duty ; under which ic ad , 
I ſhall apply my ſelf to two: forts ot 
\ Refuſers, viz. Thoſe that neglet 
(2) onthe account - of pure carele/s- 
neſs, and fupidity,, and (2) Thoſe 
that ſtand - off upon the ſcore of 
mſhakes of Conſcience. 

; "Jn treating with the former , 1 
B 3 ſhall 
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ſhall ſhew that their obſtinate refuſal 
takes off all pretence they can have 
to Chriſtianity, and puts them into 
the ſtate of Infidels and Heathens ; 
yea into a worſe condition, .than that 
of meer unbelievers. As tothe other 
ſort, wiz. the difſatisfied in Con- 
 ſerence, | ſhall conſider their Reaſons 
againſt Communicating according to 
the way of our Church, and ſhew 
that they are no juſtifiable grownds , 
why they ſhould refuſe to joyn with 
vs inthat ſolemn part of Chriſtian 
worſhip. . 


— 


CHAP. Il. 


I Begin with the Firf, The Na- 
J ture of the Lords Supper. Con- 
cerning this, there hath been an 
infinite diverſity of Opinions, and 
diſputes; The effefts of which 
differences have been much MNojſe, 
and many Twmults, Schiſms and 

- Wars, 


to the Lozds Dupper. 

Wars, with a vaſt beap of miſchiefs, 
and calamities to the Chriſtian 
World : 1 ſhall not therefore trou- 
ble you with any thing of needleſs 
controverſie, or notion, on this ar- 
gument ; but ſtate it ſo far only, as 
it relates to prattice; And 1 ſhall 
take all I have to ſay about it from 
the Word of God, the beſt Rule to 
guide us in the Enquiry, And if 
diſputing Men would haye been 
content with «5 declarations in this 
matter, all the trouble, and mil- 
Chiefs had been avoided, But this. 
hath been the miſery; ſome go- 
vern their thoughts of this Holy 
| Inſtitution by corrupt and nevel 
Traditions, and others' by meer 
yain and arbitrary phancies, Yea, 
"Thoſe who haye been right in the 
main, have yet ſo mingled the plain 
truth with all»ſievs , and ſpoken of 
it in ſuch a phantaſtical, and wncer- 
tain way, that ordinary under- 
ſtandings have been confounded, 
and thoſe that are for down-right 
ſenſe, without the mixtures of 

x B- 4 imagina«- 


4 Þ LH ' . * — > _ p_ . 4 "DF 0 bn , hy 2 Wn K hy < 2 4 

- ' ; * - L —_— 
£ - % . 
” _ : ka _— - wo 

* . on 
1 
= d " 
5 4a 
- 


imegination, haye not-becn able to 
-tell what to make of that, which 
they heard deſcribed in ſuch a phan- 
Ciful, and various faſhion. This par - 
ticularly hath been my own caſe; 
I had heard men preach ſo humour- 
ſomly, and ſo diverſely about the 
Sacrament; ſo” much out of their 
own heads, and fo /ittle out of 
the Oracles of God, That I was 
quite bewildred and loſt, and come 
at laſt to that paſs, that I knew 
nothing at all of it, which ignorance, 
and confuſion of thoughts, was the 
natural eff. of ſuch diſcourſes; 
For when men once ramble in the 
way of phraſes, metaphors, and 
Conceits,, as.: they loſe themſelves, 
ſo they perfectly dazle, and amaze 
thoſe--others, whom they ſhould 
inſtru. 1 therefore ' betook my - 
ſelf to the plain expreſſions of Scrip- 
ture Concerning this matter; in 
- them | found an eaſie account'of- the 
nature, and deſign of this divine 
Ordinance." And: whither ſhall ' we 
go to enquire after it but 'to- the 
NO e521 : words 


words of . Inſtitution. themſelves ? 
- Theſe 1 ſhall conſider fir, and then 
gather together thoſe other paſſa- 
ges..of Scripture, Which tend to 
the further explicationof it. 
:. The words of Inſtitution are 
Mat. 26. ['T ake, Eat, This 5s my 
Boay..v. 26. and Drink, ye all of it. 
For this is my Blood of the new Teſta- 
ment, v.27, 28.] To which is ad- 
ded in the Gaſpel- of St. Luke [Do 
this in Remembrance of me:] Luke 
22. 19. Theſe words I ſhall ſeve- 


rally explain, . and then. infer frony * 


them. what is the. nature, and deſ7n 


of the holy appointment, ** © 

Take, Eat, This is my 
Body— and, This 1s my 
Blood- Here | take notice, 
That Body , and Blood , | dv 


not relate to the: Bread, and. Wine, 
Bur to the Att ions, Ear and: Drink; 
as appears plainly in the - 


"*Origiaal. - * Tis not © this . * Tye, net 


Bread, and this Wine, are 5:6, 
my Body and Bleod-, but 
s B 5 "this 
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this Sacrgmental eating and drink: 
ing of it, In this Chriſts body and 
blood, viz. His Incarnation, and 
ſufferings are repreſented to us. And 
yet by a Figure, the conſecrated 
Elements may be call'd his body and 
bloodallo ; fo the Form ab the eat- 
ing the-Paſchal Supper was, This is 
the bread of affiiftion which our Fa- 
thers dideat in Egypt ,, Not the ve- 
ry ſame, but a Memorial of it, and 
the State of Bondage from which 
they were delivered. Thus 1 Co#. 
10. 3, 4. Manna is Called ſpiritual 
bread, and the Rock, ſpirituel” drink, 
and” that Rock, Chriſt: Not thas 
they could poſſibly beſo ia the Let-. 


ter, but they ſſonified that ſpiritual 


food, and were tokens of Chriſts 
Preſence. And thus the Sacramental 
Bread , and Wine, may be calPd 
his Body and Blood, that is, F#- 
gures and Repreſentations of them ; 
and that, not barely of his ſ»fferings, 

but ( as the * Father 
Bj. Notes) of all the Myſteries 


of 


to the: Lo2ds Pupper,0 mw \ 
of the Incarnation which are /ſiz- 
nified and. included. Thus anciently 
the Elements were, call'd, Figures, 
Symbols, Images, ſenſible things i0- 

ad of ſp:ritzal, and we know *cis 
in common uſe to call the Pi#are by 
the name of that it repreſents, as 
this is a Man,, and that a Bird or 
Feaſt. So that thereis no ground for 
the DoCtrine 'of Tranſubſtantiation, 
in theſe words, as the Roman Church 
pretends. But I wave diſputes and 
come to -the next expreſhion to, be 
conſider'd. 


[Thts tsthe New Teſta- 
ment , or * Covenant 1 


my Blood) vis. The * Red4wm. 
Sipn , ,and Seal of the 

Covenant made in his Blood; a 
Covenant wherein God engapgeth to 
beſtow on us pardon of Sin, and E- 

_ ternal Zyfe ; and we promiſe ſaith- 
ful and ſarcere obedience. Thus in 
the eldeſt times, Eating, and Drink- 
ins were Covenant Rites: as we 
may 


"Bi "ar 


may ſke in the compacts between 
Iſaxe and Abimelech, Gen-' 26, 30. 


and between Fact and Laban, Giw,, 


31. 44, 46- So that the Sacrament 
' Is not a bare Sign, but 'tis the Seal 
8 Gods gracious Covenant made with 

us in his Son- | 


[ Do this in Bemem- 
_ bzance'of me 7] It hath always 
been uſual. to commemorate , and 
remember Benefators and- great 


Mercies by Feaſts and Feſtivals. 
. The Heathens had their * . 


* As * 1, het Feaſts in memory of their 
& *Aidflez. Heroes, And the Paſſover, a 


Type of this Supper, was 
appointed to preſerve the memary 
of the. Iſraelites deliverance out of 
Egypt. Exod. 12. 14 The Lamb 
was eaten with bitter herbs, to com- 
memorate the bitterneſs of their 
ſervitude ;- the Red wine was a 
Remembrance of their bloud which 
Pharaoh ſpilt; and the wnleavened 
bread, to remember them , that 
_ they 


_——— —— aa- A am ay we 
5 - = 


ſed Saviour hath appointed this holy 
Rite toimprint upoa us the #remo- 
ry of what he hath done and ſuffer- 
ed for us that we might not forget 


our Deliverance* by him from a 


bondage greater than Egypriar. 

And now from theſe main paſſa- 
ges thus explain*d *tis cafie to infer, 
That 


The Sacrament -of the 
Lo:ds Supper 18 & Memorial 
Feaſt, &ppointed foz a ſolemn 
RKemembzance of Chzit our 
Lo:d; and & Seal of the Cove- 
nant that God hath- ntade 
with us in him, 


Two things then it is principally 
deſigned for, (1) to Remember us 


of our Lord, and Saviour, and (2) 


to be a Sealof the Covenant of Grace. 
Of each briefly. 


( 1) ”Tis for a Remembrance,not 
only 


. OTE RIA” 5 add 4 wa "OY 
_ to the Lows Supper,” x2 
they carried ſuch. ont *of Egype at 
their departure,” and* thus our bleC-- 


- 
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only of his Perſon, or only of hig 
Sufferings, Or . any, other particular 
t of his MY $ BM "a 20 
y it. required 2 ly an - 
ionately to call to 4 , All that 
he hath dere, and a7 that he hath 
ſufferd, His Life, Dottrine, and 
Laws; His Paſſion, Reſurreftion , 
and Aſcenſion ; His Yiftory over Sin, 
Death, and Hell; and the gracious 
Covenant that God hath made with 
us-through him: Theſe are all in- 


cluded in his Body and Blood, (as 


I intimated before; ) of which the 
Holy Sacrament is a_ Sig, and 
Aemorial : And the remembrance 
of theſe, which we are calPd to by 
the Divine Inflitution, 1s not ozrly 
ſome, light, and paſſing thoughts, 
but a ſolewn and moſt ſerions fixing 
of them upon our minds, in order 
to the inflaming our affeftions with 
love, and our wills with reſolution, _ 
that we may live anſwerably to that 
excellent Religion of the Holy Jeſus 
which we profeſs. 

(2) ”Tis the Seal of a Covenant, 
[The 


, 


T g—_ 


[The new Teſtament in my) Bleed] 
The Covenant is, That 'God will 
give pardon of Sin,' and eternal 
Life, upon the conditions of Faith 
and Repentance. This He ſeals to 
us in the Sacrament, and aſſures 
us, that he, for bis part, will make 
good his Promiſes, and we On onrs, 
ſeal, that we will endeavour to 
perform the conditions. So that 
the Lords Supper iS a - Sacrament 
by which we confirm thoſe engage- 
ments we are entred into at Bap- 
tiſm. Then our Sureties undertook 
for us, that we ſhould be faithful in 
the Covenant ; and in ts holy Or.. 
dinance we take all thoſe obligations 
upon oxr ſelves, and in our own 
perſons promite to act according to 
them. h 

This plainly, and in ſhort, is the 
nature and deſign of the Holy 'Sa- 
.crament ;, concerning which, there 


are ſome other expreſſions in Scrip- 


ture, which I ſhall conſider briefly, 
in order to the further explication 
of the ſacred Myſtery. The chief 
are theſe. . *Tis 


" % > ded wilt ' ao . 
tothe Lo1ds Supper? 8 15 


A 
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| Heflne, 2 Cor., 10. 16... (2), The 
Communion of the Body , and Blood 


7 *Tis: called (-1.) The Cup -of 


of: Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10. 16. andin the. 
duty *cis ſaid (37) That we ſhew the 
Lords Death, 1: Cor. 11. 26. 


© (2) The Cup of -Bleſling, 


. - viz,2/of' Praiſe and Thanksgiving. 


Our Saviour Math. 26. gave thanks 
when he took the Cup: -- The Jews . 
aſed terdnclude. their Paſchal Sup- 
per with a Cup of 'Wine,-. at which 
rime they ſung an Hymn, and there. 
fore calld it the Cup of * 


* Tlowjezoy praiſing and * bleſſing. And - 
vurioeas, x) the Heathens alſo after 
WAGES. their | Feaſts | had their 


* Cups of Praiſe to their 


* Aa? Gods; which ſome take 
Nt ws © to be the Cup of Devils 
Nds Eorke©-. mention'd by the Apoſtle, 


I'Cor. 10.21. So that by 


this we are taught to remember 
our Lord at his Table with prasſe - 
and grateful acknowledgments +: 
And therefore the Ancien:s from 
NEack call'd the Lords Supper , the 


Hely 


Holy Euchariſt, namely, a Feaſt of 
Thanksgiving, and the Solemnity 


was always attended with an hymn 


of Praiſe. 


(2 ) Communion, 
(0c: Communication ) Kowovia. 
of the body andblood 
of » Viz. The Sacrament is 
a ſacred Rite In which God commu- 
nicates, and imparts to all worthy 
Receivers, the Benefits of Chriſts 7-- 
earnation, and Sufferings.' . He doth 
then ratifie, confirm, and ſolemnly ex - 
hibit them, to thoſe that duly at- 
tend upon that Divine appointment. 

(3)[A8 often as ye eat —— 
yedo ſhew the Lozds death] 
viz. (1) Declare unto men, with 
joy and glorying, that we believe 
he dyed for ſuch purpoſes, and that 


he hath procured 1neſtimable bene- 


firs for us by his Death. That 
therefore we will adhere, 'and ſtick 
unto him; ' and that neither death, 
nor life ſhall ſeparate us from the 


love of God in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 
And 
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And ( 2 ) Imports our ſhewing 
and declaring this alſo unto God , 
and pleading it with him for his 
pardon, and his grace, for the ſake 
of that meritorious Paſſion which 
we fet forth, and commemorate. 
Theſe paſſages -fall under the ac- 
count 1 have before given of the 
Ordinance, and ſhew how weareto 
Remember our Lord in it, and what 
we may expect in ſo doing. 

Thus briefly. of the Nature and 
aefign of the Sacrament, 1 might 
have run the matter into a large 
Diſcourſe, . but I reſolve on brevity. 
In what I have ſaid, you will find all 
things that are neceſſary and eſſential 
to the Drdinance; For the niceties 
and d;ſputes that are about it, you 
need not trouble your ſelves with 
them ; But fo wwch of it as I have 
repreſented (1 mean in the ſubſtance 
of the particulars) *tis fit you ſhould 
know: And therefore I intreat 
you, eſpecially thoſe of the more 
ordinary underſtandings, to return 
back and fix your thoughts a while 

. upon 
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if 
: 
| 


ne os... 4 


to the Lozds Dupper: 29 
upon thoſe periods; and read them 
over and again, till yon have a 
clear and diſtinf® apprehenſion of 
the Subjet they explain. I know 
the thoughts of moſt are very con- 
fuſed, and much in the dark about 
it, and while they are ſo, they can- 
not demean themſelves as they 
ought in the performance of the 
Duty, nor receive thoſe benefits 
that otherwiſe they might from it. 
I beſeech you therefore not to'con- 
tent your ſelyes with a fingle, and 
running Teading;, Many Divine 
Truths will not 'enter into our 
- minds at firſt ſight ; or, if they do, 

they are gone as foon as they are 
received: Though they are never 
ſo plainly expreſt, yet they many 
times ſeem dark, till we look again, 
Or though they ſtrike our minds 
fully, yet they paſs out of Memory, 
except we reflect, and think them 
over. ; I hope therefore you will 
do your ſelves this rightzy And I 
thus urge you to conſideration of 
my accounts, not as if I _— 


-bad: made any: diſcoverces in theny 
which were not made before; ( No, 
"Theſe are known things among. the 


CT —_—_— ——  — — 
» 0; 


latelligent ſort;of Chriſtians) But 
I do it, becauſe 1 ſpeak to the 
meaner, and leſs improved under- 
ſtandings. 'And perhaps from the 
Repreſentation-of the affair which 
I have given, the others alſo may 


receive the advantage of a clearer 


order, and method to thein thoughts, 
and be deliver'd” from many wnneceſ- 


ſary and' wncertain notions that they 


have imagined to be of great conſe- 
quence ' to-be believed and known, 
when either they are not rye, or not 
conſiderable, Z 


CHAP: 


hh 
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Come now to the-main thing 1 

deſign; viz. (II) To. »rge: this 
great duty which 1 have thus ex- 
plain'd, . and to do what I'can-to 
perſmadeyou, to the conſciericious 
practice of it. Now there are two 
things that : commonly oblige men 
to ation, - namely, Conſiderations 


of Dlltp, and of Jnitereft, And 
there are both: here, in the higheſt- 
degree, to-engage-us. I ſhall di... 
courſe of each. -. = 
(1) We have the Motive, : and 
Reaſon of DUEP, and Duty in (ſuch © 
circumſtances, as have the greateſt 
obligation. in them. | A Lord, 


who hath all -;zgþe to our obedience 
both by »ature, and by deer pur- 
chaſe, hath commanded us to do this. 
And; A Saviour, who hath 
refcued us from the Jaws of Hell, 
and Death, and hath procured for 

us 


22 
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us endleſs life and glory ; hath re- 


guired it of us. Here is the Autho- 


rity of juſt Power, and the ' Obliga- 

tion of aftoni -Love. We are 
bound by the ſubmiſſions we owe a 
Sonia Lord, and by the gratitude 
we owe an adorable Benefattor. The 
Son of God, the King of both the 
Worlds , The re: of Men, 
'sis He that commands, and his 
Commandements are not grievous. had 
he put upon our necks a yoke hea- 
vier thanche Feweſh cmmnde;* Had 


| pa injoyn 'd a greater number of 


A 
bk 


o his 


rnd _ laborsous Rites than thoſe, 
required ſo many of ſuch ſervi- 

from us, as would have taken 
S Dal our 2:me,- ang; ! imployed- af 
our ſtrength, and wearied al our 
powers ; Yet theſe we ought to have 
obſerved without repining , and 
thought all but ſmall homage to his 
Greatneſs, and ſmall acknowledg- 
ment of his Love. All theſe had 
been zothing in compare with .what 
he hath done for. us freely without 
merit, or obligation ; Nothing, to 


tothe Lows Sypper. © 2; 
his leaving the boſome of the Fa- 
ther, and the glories of the upper 
world, and the Hallelvjahs of ghe 
bleſſed ;- Nothing , to his deſcend- 
ing to a world of Infamy, and woe; 
Nothing to his ſuffering the ſcorns 
and contradictions of Sinners, the 
Death of the Croſs, and the wrath 
of God: ſo that we had been 
wretchedly ungrateful ſhould we 
have ſtuck at any of zheſe, or as 
much as murmured at them : But 
our Lord hath not given us any ſuch 
tryal of our Love, and obediencez 
He hath deliverd the world from 
the Yoke of Ceremonial bondage, 
And ( beſides Baptiſm) hath ap- 
pointed but this one Rite for 'us to 
obſerve; A Rite, that is neither 
troubleſome; nor coſtly, teczous, nor 
laborious. And what Prodigies of 
baſeneſs ſhall we make our ſelves, 
if we refuſe to take notice of this his 
- gracious Inſtitution? With what 
face can we look up and call our 
ſelves by his name ? How ſhame- 
fully are we upbraided by the oo 

' ice 


gl fn we. : Cunt Ped 
Les. us hs abroad come the world 
and conſider. the moſt bratiſh 7dola- 
ters, They. will cxt their beloved 
Fleſh, and burn their deareſt children, 
and ſometimes, ſuffer themſclyes to. 
be cruſh'd.to death by the Carriages 
that bear their Liebe, becauſe their 

Infernal Godsre vire, and are plea- 
| ref with, ſuch t onies of their ho- 
mage: Hath the. Devil ſuch obſe- 
guious ' ſervants? Are thoſe Cruel 
Rites , which he appoints, obſerved 
with ſo much duty? Will thoſe 


poor wretches do, and ſuffer -any 
thing, rather than diſpleaſe their ug- . 
ly Deities? And are we Criſs 

ans , Profeſſing Seryants of the Se: 
of God, our Soveres 9nahd Redeem- 


er, *y do we negle this his main, 
juſt , and gracious appointment? ls 
this too much to do for him? And 
do we owe him ſo much leſs 
than Cannibals do their. Jadols? 
Certainly. thoſe.men of the Deſert, 
thoſe wild Savages of the Woods, 
ſhall riſe up in jadgment with ſuch 

a Ge-_ 


to the Lozds Supper, 
a Generation -of pretending Chriſti- 
as and ſhajl- condemn 1t.;_ ' Me- 
thinks [their diliFence \and/'exatineſs 
in thoſe hard and. painful fervices, 
ſhould cover us with bluſhing and 
confuſion at our careleſneſs and neg- 
I: & of thereahe duty. our Lord & 
quires. from_ us: And we ſhall Tee 


great reaſon to be aſhamed 'of our. 


Omiſfions; if we conſider, - 


- That our bleſſed Redeemer had 
lived a life of poverty and d5ſhonour” 


for our ſakes ; He had -inſtrufted 


us in;the, way of-Happineſs' by his 
excelent; DoFrine: and- Precepts, and- 


hadgone defore"us' ian incompa- 
rable Example; And: now. he was 
juſt aboug ro compleat his Love, by 
effering himſelf unto Death,to deliver 
us from se,. and thereby to give an 
Inſtance of the moſt amazing :good- 
[neſs that ever was: At this time 
he enjoyns his Diſciples todo ſome- 
thing in zemembrarnce of him. And 
Lord! What is ſufficient to be done 
In memory of ſuch- Love? 'Had-he 
required the deareſt of our blood, 

G and 
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26 Avail Javitattow 
anU: tie cborceſh? of! our fabftarce to 
be !6ffered PINE in” acknowledp-- 
menty-.3hbuld +wef'have” 'cheught? 
ſvcb>-Peinatids arreafonabk'? Won'd: 

_ ordinary ingenuity haverſeruple@to: 
make thoſe: Satrafices: for ſuch kind=? 
nol > But tis cylls* nog2f083 theſe! 
He'loolls © for-'uto :f:7-ke9; 'of out> 
Potes, not: chief. of ons Rhcks\, No,- 


He appoiats"bnly:"a" Feaſt of Ae;ho- 
z4al and commands us to remember. 
his: Love in that: And ſhall -we 
not obſerye : him in ſo ſmall 4'mar-" 
ter Hathv he] not deſert? tolbes 
rbaembrid "by: usy or. +do:Wwe'kndw? 
any briter. ways to ſipnifie our=re-"! 
m:mbrance - of. him, than that 
which himſelf *- hath © preſcribed?” 
Shou'd we' not do-as much''as rbiyy. 
at tne/ reqneſt. of an. ordinary: ys" 
1ng- Friend And/1s:not'tlie grzureſtt 
and the be/t that-cever Creatureshadyt 
worthy of ſuch -a Teſtimony” of Af="" 
feftion froum'us? 1 am+ ſure there / 
1-n0-0Nt can beſo; brutiſh"as4o deny" 
the: juftheſs of the: Duty, and me: 
thinks. done ſhould-be- 100 unworthy ' 
Mb © AS 


our” 


Ee eu 
ae n your Sopls,' wok th ts Groa | 
then"df"your bein un earneſt, 4:70 
which you'would'be hr, r reſo 7 
ore-of hi fcivieatio a 
ore of *biy' Calls; nlliter kh 

expreſueſs "of tis” Command ," and” 
that this Laws $ © peculzarly bis: His 
in ſuch a ſenſe as ED excep- - 


ted)» (ther. Law" is.:-For his other. , 


| eG bur E orcemnts of ', 
t written Mm . 
the O36; iptares; ne ab eb | 
byt this 4:3 Ar own. proper Com- 
m_—_ | / her vg Him. in 
ular] op hit as,” | 
ken d*by tefutig 6 we, - 


rendunte 
"But it the ph ation of Duty” 
| ok ſhould 


Dh 


_— 


RE po 
ih 


it; 


ſhould erful. with 
yous, Anid3 A's Ot pþic han 


rally” uſc fo lev? 
oy taken fk que intere ad agy 

*f@... jd 

(IT. 14 fs, you, to. conſider the. 
great. wo rthy; Com-. 
wyhicany DP ont the: S&:.0 Sar: 
cramen Py pC.a-m Iren.. 
Cercmiony, "WE Reeſe: ableMire, - 
bur an lo cuinent acd m: _y 0 Pr0- 


dice- and. .to convey yn ora A 
Ci sfo us; EE: 
Ai4 HILL 

Ay FEI re pers 


eXerciled, and, this -O Hr Gs 
quires great exarriſe, Ars. 2 TACe ot. 


Faith ay Di Sk deleng, ] 
HER £4 wy : EM Y; 
ger, ; boſe 


od Kroj Ll ſe of xt Prey Srl 
and the hike Iy- and Publick profel- 
fio1 of it, t hg: Heb God 
will (\up2 $ a 
blefling, regd bib <a oe. eY 
be made ſtrong, 0 OH 7 l Faith . 
be wesk and ator Tg you are 
w_—_ perplext 


o 
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erplext with vexations,doubts, and 
ototltions to unhelief, apply your 
ſelyes, to this. holy- Ordinance asto 
the.. proper remedy: .. Dei/are your 
Faith, and pray for more. If you be- 
lieve, God will help your wibekef; 
Mark 9. 25. 

(2) Our Repentance will be 
heighened.by our due Communica- 
ting at the Lords Table, -andthatin 
reſpect of all its great Acts, wiz. 
1. Senſe and ſorrow for Sin. 2. Con- 
feſſion of it; a1d z. Averſation ſrom 
it. For the fir i, 

{12} The evil of Sjn is never. fo 
well diſcerned aviaits elects. Ir is 
ſweet in the month, but bitter 15-518 
belly+ And thereisno greater cvi- 
dence of its” vileneſs, and; maligniry, 
thin ther: we have: to:the fufferiogs 
6f:our Lord, which ace:&t” before 
us' in" the Holy Sacrament! - And 
certainly, Sin (muſt -needs: be an” ac- 
curſed \qhing (faith: the conſidering 


' CoNmmunicant ):Thit: the: bcſed Fe- 


ſ«x:muſb thus be made a Cine .for'ir + 
that: is > my” \a': mighty -evik 
Þ | C3 that 


Hity amnit.; ce ſpat A 


by th 
be voy do! che Shot! jo c 
tence, as "made. birt anipſai 
Rake! and groan, and die. The 
200d man bath neyer ſuch. # Jenſe 
vf theevil bf ſin, "as .when he is a- 
wakened by the Stur and 5 11a; #44 f 
Cirift®s Suffering 3. 'anid . When © hs 
fees it WTIT, 1M Characters. of Fluod. 
Bc ſides, the baſeneſs and ingratitude 
of Sin 1s made evident "rt all.che vil 


preſentations, of. the" Divize Love 


_ <Mdj we hats 4% n+ le. 
| alas 7 192443 2ZaCiias] Lu) Uooy 
Wife there; that itis an/abuſe of 
the preateſtynd-moſt tender! Goods 
neſs; © det lboe icnorkinpetlibe more 
affefts!ingetivous- Souls than net 
. fenſe>6f/guohs  unwortfinel, 11and 
this. wilt1beger-2 the: 1;vetlatramb 

moſtih;ndly forrow:11T bay foull - looks 
#9 whom They'' bavg prezcgds\\gnd 
ebdy ſball\howtin STHch( Zo ivonThe * 
rehdardſ} oth #romirtherraps\ 
pretre 'm - Wy gi and 
36'!y the 


0/the:Lozds Supper;: 
;the more ingenious Spicitsare ſooner 
.broughttto be troubled'for-their fins, 
-by a.ſenſe of Mercy! thaniof Ter- 
roars, Now- ther@ is nothing "that 


givesa truer or greater: :Repreſer)- 


tation of Divine Grace and Kind- 


neſs , than the. Holy Sacrament, and 
therefore - this is a very fieftual 
means to beger and increaſe a-peth- 
tential ſenſe and (ſorrow for ſin. And 
upon this | 44 

( 2 ) Follows Confeſſion, which 
is one-exprefiion.. of theſe : The rap- 
prehenſion of ' an angry ': Majeſty 
drives 4 Sinner to D-(peratiodgand 


prevents: his Confetſion. Wien 
the Lord askt: the -Man'in the, Got- 
pel with ſome deverity,, How:cameft 
thor bither ;, :0t baving a! (weddint 
yarmen#, the was 'ſperobleſsori teri 
rovtsibeget» ſhupify rig! feas,?, which 


ſtops ther:mauth ,} and+ dans. up-2ll 
the paſſages. to.\ahd- from tie Soul, 
 wheredstheDiiſtoveries of/Goodidels 
and Metcy openuthe:beart,fnd pets 
the Scal-updnthe Lips : They invite 

Supplications; and TEES 
WILLS " Bb. 


" and 
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An Egrneff Jnvritation 
and therefore: the Sacrament, which 
its 2 Memorjal of the greateſt, ſweet. 
eſt, and freeſt Mercy, tends'in the 
nathre of it "to the producing bum- 
ble confeſſions- and acknowlegd- 
ments i Andit doth itlikewiſe 


( 3) As to- the Averſatios of 
Repentance by the ſame- way. The 
16p and perfection of Repentance, 
is 10 turn fromour evil ways, God 
invites his People .to this, by the 
Argument that is moſt powerfully 
preſs?d upon us in the 'Sacramert, 


LOWE, T wat of E15 paramiing mers 
cy and kindneſs. Return thou back. 
ſliding Urael, —and 1 will not cauſe 
mine anger to fall upon you; Jer. 3.12: 
His readineſs to pardon is the great 
Motiveto return, and the Scrament 
is the Seal of the Covenant of Par- 
don. Deſpair of Mercy keeps men on 
in a ſinful courſe. Thou ſayeſt there is 
no hope, ſay they in tle | Prophet ?er; 
2,25 - They thought their caſe deſpe- 
rate, and it follows; bave loved 
ſirangers, and aſter them will I go. The 


Devils 


wa Londs Faypper. . 


Devils perſiſt icreclaimably in their 

bajepd! of ike and Goodaefs, be- 

able Sentence'| is paſt 

conch And if men. corhe 'once 

to quit. har hopes of Happineſs, 

they will alſo in a. ſhort 'time quir 
tlie thoughts of God and Vertue ; 


and give themſelves up to the 


ſwinge of their Apperites and lacli- 
natians. Whereas 0n the other lide, 
Hope 1s - the great. Encourtgement 
and, Spring of Endeavour , and 
where this 18 enlivened by a fall and: 
quick, ſenſe of ardoning. Goodneſs, 
that Soul. will feel a mighty Motive 
tareform and turn frotn Sin. Now 
the . Sacramerit is the Seal of that- 
Covenant which aſſures uz of Grace, 
and Pardon, and the firmeſt ground: 
of our beſt hopes, and moſt glorious 
> dn r_ns's Thus the Grace of 

epentance recgives increaſ: in all irs 
For from this Djvine Inſtituts- 
##:-and ſo doth, 

(3 Y That- other moſt excellent* 
Grice) Love, both-as it relates, 
4. to God, and 2:to our N: :iohdour. 
C _ "(t) 1n 


3F 


All th 


rele, HE 2 
Love; ind for i _ 44 37 
and. , Love procuring all, thin] 


our, TS, W's delc en 
ws] x4 SH " agd® £668 
elves over AI Eo Kees 
ing. Mi captive, and " obrans- 
i"g, 7h! "of men, . "Light, ty] and 


oy j ergy 
FOR x all Tooth 


pI 1h. "and . this Kok Wk 
Cs every Nh th ts not'as* 

as the Earth,” and a 7 2g i 
Grave. Loye "be gers *Toye' Ge | 
one Flams Kin fn 'an _— 


if we think of / is 16 ove;* Fi i 


ſider it as we” ought " 
to the arr 


would falr te : 
turn, oy Eo ;F jj "ro 4 
ang] lp, op dead WI 


and>our dali:Ricepy; dffectigns- with 
awakeg''intol/mew Spirit and.\ vis 
gout - We {halbJivet byyEbve ::and; 
a& by: Love, btitl we: are regeiued 
into the: earneft:Embraces of: Love, 
and-{waliowed up 'in- that.immen(s. 
_—_— Love. '//Now: _— 8 tae; 
beft and-.moft pleaſs ' {OT (AN BUT, 
paſſions; {and Cone 4 God :4$1\bhe) 
beſttamd vmoſt- pleaſant obiall loves: 
A Love free' from thoſe  Tortures: 
and. Diſquiets, that ſhame and thoſe: 
Griefsvchat-; are. produced, hy«@b-) 
ſende and: uncertainties,» ;hoſ5þ and: 
guilf, whed thjs- Paſſion j1s placed: 
upon other | @bjefts.: This: LoYe!s| 
the Fountain of Delight, and; the, 
Spring: of - Aion. ; that. | ſ{weetens!; 
ohr 'Troubles, and ſtirs-up our bB-, 


ble; and:Dijfficulties eafie,, that-ts. a; 
prifent 'Heaven, and the foregalte /ot. 
a greater. | This alſo 384632 & 
( 23 Tends to the increaſing,our: 
Love oneto another. It is. a Feaſt 
af;Zove at -our Fathers Houſe, and, 
our: Lords . Table :. The Gueſts arg! 
Brethren, 


touthe; RatOapwrr > 3» 


deavours;: that makes Duty agreez-+ 
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Brethren, and profeſligg Children 
of Love. Here ace all the Engage- 


mentsTo love ſet before 1s: The: 


Love -af 'our Lord, \and: his expreſs 


Commandment; Foln 13. 34 Ehe | 


Relations 'we ſtand in to God, and 
to one another. We cannot on 
chuſe | but pry . our Brothers 
firmities,,  and-paraden, each Hex 
faults, when we" fre how- much 
God hath pitied our AMfſerres, and: 
how gracioxſly he hath pardoned our 
Offences. Ont /Animolities will be 
abated,' and 'our thoughts - of Ma- 
liceand Revenge' wyl die. Qur 
Indifferences' will be. kindneſs, and 
our kindneſs Love, when: we con- 
ſider the inexpreſlible Love-of our 
common.” Lord, and- the bleſſed #f- 
fetts of tht love: ! Reconciliation 
made, - Happineſs procur'd, and Sin 
and Death, and Hel conquered : 
A ſenſe of theſe will ſwallow up 
all' our  hittle - picks and - 4;fplea- 
fares; and (o fill us with the thoughts 
of ' &r4tiriide and». Love': T hat we 
fhall forget our Enmines, _ Im- 
race 


1 


links into Trouble, and almoſt-into 


. ; a *. 


brace qur Enemies,” and ſhed abroad 


our kindneſs upon all;about. us,: yea 
and —_ it Lures the: World in 
rayers 200 good wiſhes. -) And .now, 
this Spirit oF 4m is 2 moſt..d 
vine remper, anda great happineſs : 
"Tis a" ſweet, ſerene, and pleaſant 
thiog, a Reward to ity ſelf; if there 
were no other : Whereas Envy: aid. 
Malice, and all the'degrees. of them; 
ace an Hell, and'Torment to. the 
Soul ; they are great.ſins and, their 
own puniſhment: And a right-uſ6 
of the Holy Sacrament. wilt abate, 
and remoye- theſe, / and; therein. alſo 
adminiſter bleſſed* and - unſpeakable 
eAdvantagesto us. My 
(4 } Our Hopes are nobly aduan- 
ced and ftrtgrbened! by | this: Or-. 
dinance : W hen'the good-man- Con-/ - 
ſiders the.; ZFaſticegand: Holineſs of 
Gad, andthe perfeftion of his Zaw; 
and then takes a view of his own. 
ſinfaliiſs, and \ innumerable imper- 
fetbions: © His Spirits. fail; - and. his. 
Hope 1s/ giving up*the Ghoſt 3+ he 


the 
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the Regions of Deſpair: : Naw atl 
the Relief ag/ may-.canhave in- 
ſyjch”a' ſtatey' Yo"be drawn-from: 
Gods: Gorthiny t. pos wh for, and: 
to crept © of "Bales and - Repertance 
inſtead” of Pf+4:012 ' This-is the 
Tenoyr ofthe .Goſpel , and. the' 
Foundation of 6ar Hopes; and. rhis 
Edveninis - ſealed and aſſured. to us; 
at the |Sarrament; iſo that thence 
pr Faniting” Soul -may . derive. life: 
#1." And} when the? 
ron Choiſtian comes; from> 
ving God putting his Sexi to! his) 
Paraots/-and to'the.: Promiſes;1mad © 
hitri- of #re#nkl -Life'; | his | Hopes: 
recover, and his Spirits return un. 
to". him 3 his: Soul leaps: for' joy, 
and all: his) powers/*are full of; 
Content and Pleaſure: And» "Over, 
ſuch times eſpevially;” to. 'vouchſaſe 
' more -abundant » Manifeſtations of | 
himſelf to the Soul, : ſealing his' love; | 
ypon.it, agd giving ae thoch aſly-: | 
raice as' may; deliver it | from- its: 
A ——— 
an 


6 - 
. 
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and maks i it in part" partaker of our / 
MAFers Oy. *But'this witl-be a par. 
SN fl AS. nt xv 

ly 'S aorament ' '121Att 
us, gh heighten a Chri-' 
ſtians Foy and Comfort. For' there” 
wy. Fro kf a' ſpecial exerciſe © of iour: 

and by thew bes "proper" 


4 Me r”> Divine "prave >" and" > pled- 
ſur?” That" Pl of oy on Wore 
paſſeth all 'unger ſtanding , Phil. 4:7." 
And this is ſomething Re ; 

content that niturally*ri 
AG from cthe* Nftions wr 
H nefs _— Ig eps) 
ded by the netifer - 8p tieacjons iof” 
the Spirit of Godro/ the / Souts 
This” pleaſure and” fatisfattion God: 
were 4 ON wm apo 
us we : 1adupole> 
ont ſelves fort; Ne he is -hop"to:> 
he given on hut 'but-to ' prepared Souls 
now'-acc( Goto the greater 


or” leſs Ty of? orepe oparations;; 
A Tres wr, pow by pray ee? 
4 harem or fa" of this Joie 


bred ny "a4 fs fit 56 oor 


tic 


Coy 


'the. Ordinance. m/s: own 
tends ito delcrit and. | 
had raiſed forms, - F 
by--our Sins, .\ and.;provokes 
whom we Can neither. (hes 
be 15a His Conptenatice, Was yr 
dread. and errors, ..and,Death. 
and Hell ſtood ready forx..the cout-- 
mand to ſeize upon. ys.: And mult 
is-not needs. fall. thoſe with;joy. and. 


which. is vin 'and ps ry 


tran !;-that : were. juſt/.now.in 
this ſtate, when he, (hal 
ſee the "Hegyens-cleated 


Storms) gene, to -behold fs and. 
love-in the face of the offended Ma- 
jeſty; to be alluced that he .is recore 

ciled, and-his-Arms.are gpea to re-- 
Fr eer'g _ Hell and Frye bro 

id z 2A Ee - 

procured-for of NY es my 
befare us in ,the- Holy. hon 
= Cn fa AS: 4 ae out: 
| $ tranſ} 


to the/Loeds Dipper. — 4: 
triuwph of the Bleſſed, and allour 
Lives would be Anthems of Praiſe 
and Acclamation tothe adorable Aw 
thor and Procurer:of our Bleſlings. 
And this a 


(6.) Is + another happy advan- 
tage we derive, or may do, frotn 
the holy Sacrament; viz Thar it 
heightens and ſpirits our Gratitude 
and Prasſes. Praiſe and acknow- 
 ledgmerts-. of Divine Favours, are 
all the Return we can make for 
them; and we are-to offer up theſe 
£2Errnces tor our TeIvesS, 200 2i1rne 
other Creatures. But the Commonneſs 
of our Mercies takes away the ſenſe 
| ofthem; and we paſs them over with 
flight "and oiſtomary © 'acknowledy- 
| ments: This ordinarYy'is'vor courſe, 
and”cis/a very 'diſingenuous and un- 
' | grateful carriage to' the” bountiful 
' ] Authorof our Beings and Bleſſiags> 
But now at the Holy Sacrament, Dz-' 
vinen Favours are\partionlavly and'ſo- 
lemnly repreſented; oarremembrance; 
awakened,and — | 

and the 


2 


thenlevane Squl $4547 5h itſelf forth 
IE charift »'; and T hanks- 
LY Fall, and 


"The-N : Math b flows; 3 all. the Powers 


rejayce, and in rejoycing. breaks 
= into Sozgs of Praiſe: And 
NR tall be that bleſſed. ; Employwent, 


ll be . the "ok and Hap 

pus {Ar 81 
us>, we, ſhall receive Increaſe 
to our. Graces; . and: our Comforts, 
from ,the.ſrequent and. due uſe of 
the, Holy, Sacxawent, and" all re 


piritual 8+. are 'containet] 
ON To © as by « «ip boy £97 


" ticulars..me mfly encourage our ſelves 


to our;:duty,: ſo 17 them 'Iikewiſe 
WE Ay 196, how: .weare:t0.e- 
mean Qur; felver indtherdiltharge! of 
it :: phat sf, 08 A029 010 Exerc, 
and by: what; gonfider ations. we- may. 
ſtir - up 'o8r ; Graces, | inflannie our 


fo and : ates .our Re- 


7, ns 6 36 v;C.! 
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e,4n 4h 6 


re Ie , , Mpc Ghp 2: and.it-g 


egree .that .wilh, not ;ſccurentheir 
tondition: T heſe Grams miſſt;-: be 


Nh 6 (9.59 2 Poler prong .and-to 
May prevail; aver 
= j fs 280g; F:/paſſ1donsrs 


1 1 une marccer COmes £02 434: De 


are yang! the Law and 4 ſpirit of 


——po 
rency 4 weakneſs, and not _—_ 


h 
nd 1. es <*x4 


feſs the C briftian- Faith and . Hopes, 
ough-to' ainrat, andendeayodr Af- 
ter 5; arid the'Sactamiry is the wolt 
oe) ly- means bt the ad. 


gs age 'olon iniper fefbOgyhesr to 
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feſling Ebriſtians' are concerned in 
fits. -Andto-all thoſe that haye ſich | 
thoughts; 'and hk deſires, the-Gon. 
fiderations | have preſented will be 
of moment. But for” the reſt that 
are careleſs and nnconcerned, dead to 
ſuch ſpiritual Motives, | and fupidly 
cinilife of the duty and the” privi> 
leases that attend it. "They are no 
Chriſtens, but do as minch as in 
them lies, 'to renounce their Reli- 
gion, and to put themſelyes into 
condition of Hearheny and profeſſe, 
Infidels.' This is 1 come” 


ro diicoy rſe. 


* , . 
U—————_—_— , 4 , 4 
—_ ah "Y _ Y —_— 


Pg 7! © p33» %\ 
Pet 4 + «/ * 
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0 H A P,: aye. Races 


Feer all my. Ly Oat and 
more. earneſt. . Endeavenss 


hate ts much .cauſe..co, think _ 
ſome ,AmoPg: you wy 
Oxdinance; not for any. r 


they 
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Se Wer + 
ſors 1.97 21 AS auch ag oeads. 
dr bw jr wh 
They! care not:fore 
gy 2 "the Motiues of | Reli- 
Rr Weis _ do. 10 
with them:z; fuch conſad-rgtions 
Bo felt, bas: paſt over. their. 
on Fikhous raking any impre£C. 


Hf PEDc Hod. gow.) 38. for: 


| firk, they renounce 4. maig Bs 

ticle of the Creed, viz- The, Cervinu-) 
ion of Saints, their Communion. with 
(3, Chriſt, and their ado 4 
(240m «nether- F 


$ P, Chrilt invites vs to his Table, 
and provides a ſpiritual entertainment” 
= w__ and in nod rhe; is a Jo 
nd. ſpecial; au ere 6 between ( vim 
w. bis Charch,which OR exr perf con-" 


fiſts 


46) aeibert idk 
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AS en 

1 
ls es and bet W angel 
an ME OS Y Avg" 
On to ga rn 
and Tho okg x etl" of 


' CORTE dence with h 
vet fy, ' that y y 


(ter indco fg of” 
chit vitivus® eottipany ? 
That they can ſpend. their tine p!ra-” 
fon in in -» of converſation, _ u 
”"6f Plate of Idle 
ſie == px Hp Fo. 
compan Hin 
- carevnes "or ny a6.) 
quaintance with him. ** is* the 
direct language of ſuch 'praQtices, 
and neplets; " atd what [kind ' of 


Chriſtian ate nol as tHe fe * 29.4103 2-5 


*ax;\6) 6 2) $7303 3643-5 {1 bos (2430! 


wh clone na rendunee pereets 


holy-Sac- amend i8-the/ Feaſt df 'Chi- - 
r1zand Cite Love, © ab 31098" 
or Aﬀections'#fp! wited* 6 Guan 
and to"our"Brethreh.>'Fhle FO 
profeſs+ to” be=iof 3 one" Boaly, © one? 
IT and to be all Members one | 
er. :80:that thoſe who ne 
logk- andrrefuſe-:wthis holy Sy 
ofi Love, **break' off” Log Eoprrt - 
ctely\- & Chriſfians, and declare? 
they will have »nothing todo with 
them, as" fat\ as' the ar®concer-- 
ned4in-'-that-Name and Relation* 
Thatthey wilt tiot be *of tie Mock 
andonumber- that Glrift' calls #77, 
buy' woutd "rather: have "their" lor 
| with" the: World; - and 'Herd. of 
, | Mankind, 'wlig are joiner to” 
the [Covent oft Promiſe”; '* wit 
hope fiand withiiat Git! the owryr 
| - 20290 That they vatue not- 
Priviledrrs, nor care#for their ! 
oper Fhis'is the meaning? of their - 


_ — your gr” — —— La —©” 


neglect; and ſroleGiiciſtitans are- the” 
wills) afeſery.! 8 31 q\ad 907 © 
: 18 e013: aol Y J: 


Oh Themannrdr-Bequſs i 
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| Nh 
our knoeredge, "or At- 
i Sacrament of th the Lords: Sup-:- 
we. my: On engage and - take 


(i thoſe ligations, upon our ſelves; If: 


_ refuſe wo do. #his,: we withdraw. 
oup conſent from; what; was done in» 
our.\{tead 3. we make our Baptiſm | 
void, and- put our ſclves into- the” 
ſtate. © ainfidels and- Heathens. The - 
Indiang,: were by the Spaniards dri. 


"#0. po ZBapriſer in rows like' Gat-" 
tel £180 the; water,) without' knokw-- 
ivg what it meanty 6r what they 
did in-4t;: were theſe Chri/tsans by 
vertue of ſuch a Baptiſm ? Eſpeci- 
ally. is, there any Feaſon.to: think 
thafe-of thera ach, who.as ſoon as. 
they: were, free, made open decla- 
rations againſt it And are thoſe 
among us Chriſtians, who © were 
ſigned with that Religion when they 
. Could not help it ? and; -ptofels a- 
gainſt it by their ations and neg- 


_ oo " Ry 


to the Lozds Supper. 
to doit; who-d:ſown it when they 
are ſolemnly called to put their. Seal, 
and to declare their allowance and 
approbation? Their Sureties - en- 
paged for them - that they ſhould 

lieve the Chriſtian Faith, keep 
Gods Commandments, and renounce 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Dewi 3 
But ſay zhoſe by their practice, what 
had they to do to undertake ſuch 
things for us? we will ſtand to no 
ſuch engagements; we are, call'd 
on to make this good our ſelves in 
perſon at the other Sacrament, or 
by our negleCts to declare it void : 
but we will not tie our ſelves, or 
own- any ſuch ingagements upon us - 
we will leave Our ſelves at large to 


| believe what we pleaſe, and to 


practice what we phancy,. and to 
gratifie and worſhip as long as we 
think fit, the World, the Devil, and 
the Fleſh our Friends, and deateſt 
Correſpondents. All this - likewiſe 

inly ſignified. in the, neglect 


1s. = 
of the Holy. Sacrament and there- 


fore certainly ſuch are- no bettec 
D - Chriſt 
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Chriſtians than the wild-men of A- 
emericas which will further appear, 
if we conhder, 

-C 3): That by it they deny the 


yery'-profeſſion of Chyiſt Jeſus; The 
ow? fl refs y 


16 much 'as claim nor | 
pretend to him, in any ſolemn fg- 
1:ificant way. To ſay that we are 
Chriftians, and now and then to 
_ a" Sermon, theſe ate not pro- 
io enough - They. are but cold 
eclarations of onr Opinion, no good 
fignifications of. our Faith. The 
right - profeſſion of Chriſtianity is 
made, by our preſenting our felves 
at the Lords Table, and owning 
our Faith there, that is a folemn and 
pPublick confeſſion and acknowledg- 
ment. - To | hear Sermons 1s too 
6ften but curioſity or cuſtom, to ſay 
we are of the Chriſtian Religianzyis 
but -a- declaring in what wayswe 
have deeit- brovught up; and Tmeer 
Eancation:farth 'is- but a faint unſig- ' 
nifying thing;-it'is Hut Opinion, ' 
anda low degree of aſſent. Tis true, 
a man may "be a Formaliſt-and an 
Hypocrite 


tothe Loeqs Supper. ' 
ite when - he. comes to. the 
Lords Table, as: well as in . other 
lower ſignifications of his: Religi- 
on. But however he makes a; pro- 
feſſion , and that which is -proper and 
ſolemn : whereas the wylfrlly neg- 
ligent, refuſe to make- any due con- 
teſſion of Chriſt and his Religion : 
They openly deny him lefore men, 
and ſuch he-will deny -before his Fa- 
ther which is in beaven ; Mat. 10.3 3. 
To: withdraw from the Profe/ſion of 
Chriſtianity 11 times of aifficulty 
and perſecution 15. a great ſin; but 
"tis luc 'a one as: admits of fome 
extenuation from the frailty ; of h#- 
mane nature, and: the temptations of 
fearand ſelf-love: But tor deny the 
profeſſion of Chriſt in times of Li- 
berty and encouragement, this is an 


affront to the. Holy Feſus, for which 


there is no: ſhadow of excuſe, and 
muſt ariſe from contempt, and a 


 confeſt neglef of him. © Such; pers 


fons publiſh to the world, that they 
own” zothing of Religion, \but count 
it a _diſparagement to: be*+ thought 

D 2 any 


FX 


any way concern'd fort. 
by no means to be accat 


Kians. Further, £ 

(4) Their refuſal and negle& 
is aquitting and renoumcing the whole 
Covenant that God hath made with 
Sianers in his Son. The Covenant 
on Gods part offzrs Grace and Glo- 
ry, and on ours, it bindsto Faith and 
fencere obedience, We are called to 
the Sacrament to ſee God cornfirm- 
ing what he hath: promiſed, ' and 
alluring us' to make good what 
concerns him: On the other ſide, 
we are to preſent our ſelves ere, 
ro profeſs our readineſs and reſota- 
tion, to perform our part, to keep 
the terms to which: we were inga- 
ged, and upon which we expect the 
promiſed Bleſſings. Now it we wil- 
fully refaſe this Confirmation, we 
withdraw our ſclves from the Co- 
venant, and declare that Grace and 
Glory, are things that we neither 
care for nor expett; and that we 
will not tye our ſelves to any Faith 
or kane; but would be as free as 
| we 


weeah, to follow the Deviland our 
Liſts, and ſo are very far from be- 


ing Chriſtians. 
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CHAP. V. 


Have thus briefly ſhewn you 
what is ſignified and implyed 
in the meglect of the Holy Sacre- 
ment. Many of you that are guilcy 
of this fin, would 1 ſuppoſe be loath 
enly, and in words, to renounce 
Chriit and his Religion, aud yer 
while yon continu? in this obſti- 
nate, dangerous neglect, you do if 
as fully asif your lToagues dcclared 
azaialt that Name and Profefhon. 
And 1 think when any ſuch as thge! 
turn 'Papiſts, Tarks, or Fews, thcy 
do but change to ſome ſbew. of Re- 
 ligion, from none at all. Se that ir is 
no real diſparagement, or loſs to 
our Church, when thoſe irfidels 
declare in words, what before they 
ſufficieatly ſealed by their pra* 
Z 


ace, 
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ice. They go out from us, becauſe 
they were never_of/ u1%, « 1 'Fohn 2: 19. 
They do not change their. Relrgion, 
for they had never any before which 
they might exchange, oo mn ===" 
This, Sirs, inſerious truth, is the 
condition 'of thofe that” wilfally re- 
fuſe and negleCt the Duty of Ho- 
ly Communion: And' methinks jt 
ſhould make ſuch tremble to conki- 
der, thatthey live-in a profeſ# 'and 
1mpudent contempt ' of 'Gogd.. 'You 
pity Heathens" and ' ignorant Ames 
ricans;, but there 'is work enough 
for your pity at heme, and - their 
condition certainily' is mot worſe 
than the condition of thoſe careleſs 
negligent Stnfters among'our (ſelves. 
Yea, the Apoſtle telſs us, That tis 
better never to: have known the way bf 
truth, than after we © have known 'it 
to-turn away f,0m the 'Holy'"Conj- 
mandment ; 2 P.t:2. 21:' And oor Sa. 
viour ſaith, It ſhall be more tolevable 
for the dark, Tyre 'anid Sidon' at” jule- 
ment, than for the enlightned Caper: 
'naum azd Bethſaida ; -Matth. 11. 22. 
| CI We 
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We think their condition. dreadful - 
that ſay, there ss no God, and no 
doubt it is ſo: And certainly rheir 
ſtate is not Leſs deplorable, That 
acknowicdegc there is a God, but de. 
foe him, , and carry. the marter ſo, as 
fin good earneſt there were n9 :ſuch 
being, To live at: large without 
the ſerious profefiion of :ſome; Rels- 
£100 1$ brutiſh, and unnatugal: And 
{uch' Syvazes deſerve not. to. Con- 
tinue . jn the ſociexies. of mer, but 
are ficter to-range among the- wild 
Beaſts of the Woods - Sxch-are thoſe 
among us,- that never make any ſo- 
lemn, protcfiion of ary Religion, by 
any att of. theif.own : .T hey, have: me 
Religion, but that . of. their -Clmate; 
which they neither underſtand; nor 
mind: they are Chre/t:ans by- the 
Chriſtianity ot others ++ viz. - the 
general / profeſſion of ' their - Country) 
ar.they are none at all, and # they 
live and: die in-this condition, -weld 
men and Cammbals. will -at the laſt be 
in a better ſtate. than they. 


"Ws... | a- 
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And now, Sirs, Reaſon for this 
careleſneſs and dangerous neglett, | 
am fure you have none; Nor do 
the ſort l am now dealing with, pre- - 
tend  Scruples of Conſcience : But 
ſome' Excuſe: there ate, (which you 
know are but vain ) that you ule 
upon occaſion, to take off the edge 
of reproof, and to ſeem juſtified in 
the ſight-of men. | 

Thus they that were invited to 
the Supper in the: Parable, . Luke 14. 
13. made Excuſes , One had bought 
Ground, and he mult ſee it; a e- 
cond, had boight Oxen, and he-muſt 
try them ; and a third, had married 
a Wife, and could not come. None 
of theſe 'pretences had any good 
reaſon in them; they were ſome - 
thing to ſay, and had a little colowr, 
but they were not the Cauſes of 
their not coming to- the Supper 3 
No, the true ground was their con- 
tempt of the "Maſter, and his Invi- 
tation : and therefore Aatth. 22. 3. 
- 'tis ſaid, They would mot come ;, 
Their excuſes were looked on, ws; flat 
eny- 


tothe Lo:ds Dupper. 

denyals, and the Reaſon is given 
after : [t was not their Ground, noc 
their Qxex, nor their Afarriage; 
but. their d:ſ efcem of the Lord, and 
his Feaſt, They made light of it, wer. 
$- But though theſe excuſes were not 
good, yet they had ſomething ſpe- 
cious in them: *Iwas buſmeſs, and 
conſiderable occaſions that were al- 
ledg'd : and ſuch Afﬀairs they realy 
had; for ?tis ſaid in St. Matthew, 
that they went their way, one to his 
Farm, and. another - to his Merchan- 
diſe,, ſo that there was. ſomething 
trac in their Pleas, though the ma 
thing for which they were brought, 
was falſe. But now, if they had 
ſent word, that the Lords Hſe was 
ſo far off,, that they were. nCt: able 
to go to it, thaugh really it were 
within ſome few Furlongs of their 
remoteſt dwellings, and no further 
than the Marker, which they con- 
ſtantly frequented - There + had been 
more folly.in this excuſe. lf they had 
ſaid,- that there was not room ſor 
them all in the Lords Heuſe, when 
Ds they 


53 AnEgrneFivitation 


they knew, that. it was never if 
on ſuch occaſions, and that a -great 
part -of thoſe that were invited, 
would not come, ſo that they were 
fare to find too many empty pla- 
ces; the excuſe would have been 
interpreted as a'Mockery, and a 
feoff at the invitation. If they 
had told the Meſſengers, that 
they would not ceme, - except 
- had each of them a Chair 
and Cuſhion provided for him, and 
might . ſit in /fate and eafe at the 
Entertainment, this had been grea- 
ter arrogance than appears in thoſe 
Refuſers. If they had fent the 
Lord word, that they would not - 
feaſt with him, at ſach or ſuch of 
his Houſes, that were ' appointed, 
and were moſt convenient for 'theif 
reception; but they would have it 
here or there; at home, and” next 
door}, in places much leſs fir, - Fhzs 
would haye been a very bxmourſome 
and very ride Anſwer to thelnvi- 
tation. If further they had ſaid, 
that the Feaſt began too ſoon, we 
tnat 
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that they could not. riſe /e early, 


though. the, Sun was up many 
hours before, and they were abroad 
every - day earlier about their other 
Buſmeſs: This alſo had been an 
Aﬀfront to the Maſter,, and A con- 


tempt of his kindneſs. But if theſe 


ſurly, munworthy people ſhould have 
= humout'd rn if p71 
and things ſhould have been ſe 
managed , 
theſe pretencep: and yet if after 
ſuch condeſcention they ſhould have 
refuſed, they had confuted ther 
ſelves, and given the Lye to their 
Excules. But, if notwithſtanding 
all this, they ſhould have cried out 
that they were periſhing, for wake 
of. Bread, and clamoui'd and cbm- 
plain'd heavily, that Provilion was 
not made for them: What could 
have been ſaid to ſuch an #mpudens 
brazen'd (ort of Hypocrites. 


Sirs, there are ſome among you 
that underſtand what 1. mean : 1 


ſpeak not thus out of a7 will to 
upbraidl 


as to have avoided all. 
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upbraid any of yon, but I ought to 
wd you, and to endeayour to con- 
vinceyou of your ſins. What ever 
colours the guilty may ſet upon their 
negle&ts and contempts of _—_ 
Ordinances before men, God will 
not be deceived or mocked ; there'is 
no putting Tricks upon him. If 
you will not be perſwaded. to your 
Duty, he knows the reaſor,, and "tis 
in vain to make falſe flonriſhes, 
and excuſes, Yea, ſome mens pre- 
fences are ſo openly untrue, and 
grols, that they cannot as much as 
hope to deceive men by them. E- 
very one ſees the fa/fhood and lying 
of theic. Allegations, 211 their At;- 
07s proclaim that they do not them- 
ſelves believe or meant any thing 
that they ſay; and yet they have 
the prodigions impadence to lye on 
in the facr of God, and Conſcience, 
and Men. $o feared and hardned 
are ſome in their perverſneſs and +þ 
kypocriſie, and aft at thatrare, as if 
ic were a Play-game, and ſport of wit 
to ſhew how- many ways they had 


to 
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to evade their Duty, with ſome 


fhew of reaſon. Sirs, when this wile 
ſort of evil men have the Forehead 
to pretend Religion, they become the 
moſt miſchievous Miſcreants upon 
earth; and the fitteſt Inſtruments. 


that Satan can deſire or uſe for the- 


Afﬀairs of his Kingdom. But no more 
of them now. 

Friends, | am exceeding trou- 
bled to ſee how wndatiful to God; 
and how .ankind to themſelves, how 
fooliſh and anreaſonable many men 
are, when they ſeek for [tle oc- 
caſions to pretend, as reaſons againſt 
the greatef# and moſt important Du- 
ties; when that which would ex- 
cuſe- nothing elfe, ſhall excxſe thew 
uoto God for a neglect of his Wor- 
ſhip, in the greateſt Inſtances of is : 
An aking Finger, a few Drops of 
Rain, the cold Air, a Fit of Drow- 
ſmeſs, an impertinent YFiſie, or ſuch 
like Trifles, areenough to be pleaded 
for abſence from the-Houſe of God, 


and Holy Communion with him.. 


My Wite was not at-home, ar ſhe 
| Was 


Gt 


. was: bulies, my Childs head aked> 
orb had Friends to Dine with me, 
therefore 1 could wot be at the Sacra- 
ment. Therefore 1 could not! For 
ſhame falſe man ! offer ſach exc#- 
fes to'thy Maſter, or: thy Prince, 
when he commands and expects 
thine attendance; -fee how he will - 
take them from thee : Yea, offer ſuch 
but to thine Equal, that waits for 
thee on Aﬀairs of Moment, and try 
how - kindly he will receive the 
diſappointment on ſuch - grougds. 
Doft thou:uſe to ſay,, / contd-not 
20 out to Market to buy Neceſſa- 
ries, becauſe *twas cold Weather, I 
could not. go to Dinner to my kind 

* next . door, that - invited 
me; becauſe 1 had prickid my Fins 
ger? Are ſuch pretences t09 tri- 

» Bing to be uſed on ſuch ordini- 

i ry occaſions, and are they e&- 
nongh for the Greateſt 7- will they 
ferve to excuſe thy negle&t of 
feeding thy Soul with the-bread of 
Life, and thy making Proviſion for 
Eternity * Will they anſwer for 


, thy 
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thy not waitirig on the Lord,: the - 

Lord of Life and Glory, when he 
invited thee to the Feaſt 'of Love 
at the Houſe of Banquets? What 
thoughts haſt thou of the Privs- 
ledges of the Goſpel, the Communion 
of Saints, the prave of Conſcience, 
the oyes of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
fore-taſtez of Glpry;, what, I ſay,doſt 
thou think ofFhefe, if they have not 
fo much power with thee as the 
moſt acknowledged trifles ** With 
how much lefs refpect and* devos- 
tion” doſt thou - ferve God, than 
wicked men do the Devil. and their 
Luſt; ? When they invite to yolly 
enectings and communion IN debaue 
chery and” beftial madneſs, do the 
Blides uſe tro make fuck excuſes? 
Are they ' diverted -and kept off 
from their brutiſh ſatisfaftion » by 
ſuch Nothings ? certainly they could 
not ſo excuſe themſelves to their 
Euſts and vile Companions. And do 
. you pretend to be Worſhippers of the 
Goa of Heaven, and Worſhippers of 
the be/#and pureſt ſort, tobe Chysſts- 


. ans, 
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ftians,' and - Expettants - of eternal 
Glories/as Rewards of your Servs- 
ces:: And do you thus ferve your 
Maker, now and then- when- the hu. 
moxr takes you, when the - Devil 
hath no buſmeſs for you,. and.you 
have nothing; elſe to do? Are: you 
not aſhamed to confeſs that Religion 
hath ſo k:rle power with.-you, and 
that every thing can do more with 
you, than your Duty. to God, and 
the Intereſt of your Souls? Do 
. You thus work, out your ſalvation? 
Do you thus. ſeck a. Kingdom, 4 
beavenly Kingdom, an everlaſting 
Kingdom? Is this. the work, and. pats- 
ence of the Goſpel? Is this running 
and ſtriving, and fighting, and gi- 
uy diligence? Is this cutting © 

right bands, and plucking ont right 
eyes + bs this-forſaking all, and fol- 
lowing Chriſt? If there be any rea- 
ſon, 1Fthere be any ſhame, if there be 
any Conſcience, if there be any. ſenſe 
of Ged-and Religion in you, let not 
fmall matters keep you from this 
your greateſt Duty and Concern..; 


Make b 
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Make no mote ſuch vain and ſelf- 
condemning Apologies. | know not 
whether it were not better for you 
once for all, to ſay you are ne Chri- 
ſtians , than to inſiſt on ſuch ſhame- 
leſs pretentions for your negletts 
of Chriſt and his appointments, 1 
add no more on this Head now; 1 
pray God you may lay to heart 
what | have faid. 


CHAP. VL 


| Muſt now diſcourſe with the o- 
ther ſort of Refuſers, viz. 

( 2) Theſe that ſtand off upon 
the ſcore of miſtakes of Conſcience. 
lnapplying my ſelf co them, I ſhall 
conſider the moſt weighty Objett5- 
ons that carry any colour of Conſcs- 
ence with them. And though I know 

many pretend” ſcruples of this ſort, 
when in earneſt they are not the rew- 
ſons of, their negle&s; yet becauſe 
they «re ſo to fome, | ſhall take them 


fo 


to account. They 
forts: | | 

'(C 1) Such as hinder men only 
ſometimes, and in part. . 

( 2 ) Such as wholly obſtruct their. 
Communion, and. are pretended as 
grounds, - why- they cannot partake 
with, us at any time. 

Of the firſt kind are theſe that 
follow z viz. 

[I would not have neglefted the 
Holy Sacrament, bat - ] was-n0t in 
charity; ſuch, or ſuch a perſon 
hath abuſed me, and 1 was at odds 
with him; ſo that I durſt not 


To this. 1 ſay. .\That in ſuch an 
occaſions thou'art Jeriouſyz and rem 
partially to conſider, + whether ' thy 
diſpleaſure were jxſf -or wijuſt, up- 
on the determining of this will de- 
pend the ſtate of the caſe. It 
#(-) Thy diſpleaſure were: juſt, 
and thy /Neighbour-hath done ghee 
wrong, and- perſiſts in it without re- 
pentance Or reparation 'tiS NO un- 
cheritableneſs to be diſpleaſed or 


to 


4 


-are of two 
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to*think- amiſs of him. "In ſuch'a 
caſe.thy anyer is no ſm, ſo long as 
it keeps it ſelf within juſt bounds. 
Be angry and ſin not, ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, Epheſ. 4. 26. they may be part- 
ed: And what 1s #0 fri cannot. wfit 
us for the Holy Communion. For that 
Ordinance doth not oblige us to be 
reconciled int our thoughts to wick; 
ed and #murious men}, - while they 
impenitently continue” ſuch - Tt will 
indeed' require us not to revenge 
our:-Telves on them to do them 
wrong; or  todeſire their ruine, Or 
as much as hure but not to have 
kind -and good thoughts of them” 
while © they continne obſtipate in 
their ſors and ir puſtier :* otherwiſe it 
were in the © power of every wicked” 
perſon to hinder the good man from 
the Sarrament when he pleaſed. On 
. fach/an occaſion ( 1 ay ) * we. may 
be Innocently angry, and not only pi- 
ty the imjurioks man, which many 
times is but a-prowd, though more 
plauſible word to diſguiſe our anger: 
And the perfon that is but us juſt- 
h 
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ly pleaſed with an Offender againſt 
God, and himſelf, is not 5nds/poſed 
for the Sacrament thereby. If this 
be your caſe any time, you onght 
not to permit the 10jury of another 
todo you/o much more, as to keep 
you from your attendance on Chriſt 
at his Feaſt of Love. 

But (2) If upon; examination you 
have found, that your . «vger and 
diſpleaſure Was. unjuſt, then the 
fin, and the wrong was on your 
part; and you ought to repent, as 

a preparation for the Sacrament z 
which indeed is the propereſt Jn- 
firumert . to advance - your further 
degrees of  Penjtence. There you 
will fiad conſiderations and helps for 
the cooling of the heats of your 
paſſion; and for the allaying the 
boylings of your rage and _ anime- 

feey. 1 ſay, if you are convinced in 
your Conſcience, that- your wrath is 

«deſerved,you ought to repent, and 
ifyou do ſo, you ought to ule the Ho- 

ly Sacrament for the confirmation and. 


_ beightuing of your Repentance. | 
y 0 


_ *fotye Lozds Dupper. 
So that the ſcruple of nut being 

in charity, cannot juſtly keep any 
from the Sacrament, but thoſe that 
know they hace their Brother with. 
out-a cauſe, and are refoly*d to 
perſiſt in that harred; ſuch as will 
not be reconcil:d to one that hath 


done them wrong, thouzh he re-_ 


pents, and endeavours reparation, 
And ſuch, in eff:t, renounce Chriſt; 
and declare that they expet no be- 
nefit from his Merit, or Mediati- 
#1, for the obtaining Pardon for 
themſelves. If this be your condi- 
tion, ' you may well be afraid to 
come to the Holy Sacrament; and 
you may as well tremble to pray, 


Forgive us our treſpaſſes as we for- 


ive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
or this is diretly praying againſt 
your ſelves. I hope it is not thao 
with any of you that make this ex- 

ception. | 
But your Neighbour you think 
is an evil man, hath-done you 5u- 
ek and not askt your pardon, of 
[ought your amends; you are _ 
ore 
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fore much diſpleaſed and feel; great 
anger in your mind agaiuſt him; - 
but yet are very ready to. forgive, 
upon his acknowledgments.and_ de. 
ſire, of forgiveneſs, If itbe, after 
this manner With. you, you: opght 
not to abſtain from 'the - Sacrament 
for this reaſon z but .rather to ad- - 
dreſs your ſclves to it,to provide and 

pray that your juſt anger may not 
w_ into malice and.rage ; that you 
may not be. provoked ro repay your 
Enemy one 1njury for another but 
that by the due uſe of thoſe holy 
Myſteries you may be more inclined 
to forgiveneſs, when he ſball be fit 
for. it. This I think is «ficient for 
that Doubt. - : WE 6 ix 

(11) But T have ſo much buſineſs 
fallen upon me, that I have not time 
to prepare wy- ſelf , and therefore I 
Cannot come... 

In anſwer to this, | ſhall ſay 
fomerhing that - concernsp11.”- Buſs- 
eſs; and ſomething, 21y, that con. 
Cerns Preparation. | 

(1 ) As$0 Buſineſs, Doth your 
Buſineſs 


Buſineſs aftord you time to eat, and 
drink, and ſleep, and none to fit your 
Sonls for ſpiritual entertainments 
and converſe with God ? \ 

( 2 ) Haveyou any greater, -have 
you any better buſineſs, than to 
prepare yourſelves to remember the 
Love of your dear. Lord, to meet 
with him, to renew"\your Covenant 
with God, and to receive pledpes 
of his pardon and his love? Do 
you not reckon that” this is Buſs. 
eſs, and the moſt important and 
neceſfary buſineſs; and ſhall the 
greater matters give place to the 
leſs? it” 7 S- 

( 3 ) Is not -much - of 'the -Bufi- 
neſs that hinders; needleſs? Have 
you not 'yoluntarily -ifAvoly'd your 
ſelf in moreaffairs than it wasnecef- 
fary you ſhould, or than your ſtate 
or ſtation in the' world> requir'd? 
Might not ſomeofit have" been'put 
off to fome other-time - or might 
not the time that you ſpend in imper- 
tsrencies be imployed in ſome of that 
buſineſs ? | | 

Ask 
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Ask your Conſciences theſe que- 
ſtionsz and know that what ever 
Buſineſs you take upon you more 
than is conſiſtent with your Duty 
to- God, and to your Souls, that 
Buſineſs is your fin. But if your bu- 
ſineſs were not voluntary, but thrown 
on you by -previdence, the doing 
ſuch nec:ſſary Buſineſs is Gods work, 
and while you do it in his fear, and 
with an eye t0 his glory, you are do- , 
ing. ſomewhat, that is a preparation 
for the Holy Sacrament, or at leaſt 
that which doth not by any 'mcans 
indiſpoſe you for it. And hencel 
paſsto the Anſwers that concern 
I1. Preparation. As to this, take 
theſe two things. | | 
- (1 ) There are Preparations re- 
quired to Prayer and Hearing , as 
well as to the Sacrament z Medita- 
7:02 is the Preparation for Prayer, 
and, Prayer the preparation for 
Hearing; and I hope that notwith- 
ſtanding your buſineſs you per- 
form cheſe Duties: If ot, you are 
to repent ſpeedily of your mgns 
an 


tothe Lozds Supper. 
and to take the firſ# opportunity of 
the Sacrament, there to confeſs your 
ſm, to declare your repentance and 
reſolutions of amendment \, to beg par- 
don for what you have omitted, and 
Grace to aſſiſt you in what you re- 
ſolve. Bur if you have performw'd 
thoſe holy ſervices, then I ſay, 

(2) That thoſe performances joyn- 
ed with Faith. and Repentance, ate 
preparations for the Holy" Commu: 
fon. For when we hear, and 
when we pray, we do the ſame 
thing that we doat the Sacrament, 
though ot with that ſolemnity ; we 
remember Chriſt when we hear, and 
we do the ſame, and renew our 
Covenant with God, when we pray, 
(mM which two I have told you the 
nature of the Ordinance conſiſts ;,) 
ſo that theſe as are diſpoſitions 
and preparations for that which is 
the more ſolemn . performance. A 
800d life in the - diſcharge of cur 
- duties towards God and man, is an 
habitual and conſtant preparation ſor 
the Sacrament ; and a true Chriſtian 

is 
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is always ready and prepared to re- 
member Chriſt, and to confirm the 
Covenant whereby he is a Chriſtian. 
It is indeed very fit, that we ſhould 
take ſome time before we approach 
the Lords Table, to call together 
into our thoughts the ſeveral great 
Inſtances of the Love of onr dear 
Saviour, which we are to remember 
there: what particular ſims we have 
to confeſs, and to reſolve and cove- 
nant againſt ;, what Graces we want, 
and are more eſpecially to implore. 
Theſe things we ſhould do, but 
they are not works that will re- 
quire much labour or time, if we 
have been conſtant in the other pre- 
paratory Duties of Meditation, Pray- 
er, and Hearinz; for they do habi- 
tuate ſuch thoughts and reſolutions 
to the Souls of good men. But if 
thy caſe be ſzch that thou haſt been 
an evi] man; and negligent of all 
ſpiritval duty; but art now ſenſible 
cf thy in, and defirous to reform; 
that ſenſe and thoſe deſires of amend- 
meat (if they are ſincere, and if thou 
- under- 


tothe. Lozds Supper, 
underſtandeſt the nature of the Sa- 
crament,:and Gods Covenant that 
is ſealed by it) are thy preparations. 
The more time thou takeſt, and the 
more Prayers and Thoughts thou im- 
ployeſt with other means, to make 
the ſenſe of ſin deep, and the deſires 
of Reformation intenſe | and great, 
the more thou art prepared, and the 
- better things are like to ſucceed 
with thee. But if thy preparations 
are of a lower , and more imperfect 
degree ( if of the &r«e kind ) thou 
oughtelt not therefore to abſtain; 
God will pardon thy infirmities, and 
accept of 'thy ſincerity, and ſtrengthen 
thee ſo, that thou ſhalt be better 
prepared againſt azother opportunity, 
it thou art not wanting to thy ſelf. 
But as to this, I may bave occaſion 
to ſpeak more under the next 
Head ; viz. 

(11) To conſider the Scrxples 
of Conſcience, that keep ſome «ff 
wholly from publick, Commwnions. 
They are either of {:h as refrain, 
becauſe ( 1) they think themſelves 

| E2 He 
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#ur.worthy, or ('2 ) of -thofd' that 'Yo 
it, becauſe they think others unwor- 
thy, (3) of ſuch as refuſe on the opi- 
 nion, that the way of adminiftration 
15 unworthy. Moſt of the conſidera- 
ble and a(val:donbrs will-fall under 
one of other of rheſe. | begin with 
thoſe of the firſt ſort. A 

(1) We would come to the Ho- 
ly Communion, butalas we are not 
worthy of fo great an honour and 
priviledge 5. and we-are afraid to 
come, becaiiſe-we hear, thx be that 
eats. and drinks unworthily, eats and 
drinks bis own damnation. 

To this, propoſed thus in the 
general,'l anſwer, (1) We are 
allo wworthy of common Mercies, 
of Meat, and Drink., and Raiment ; 
and of the more uſual ſpirirual Mer- 
cies, that God. ſhould ſpeck, unto 
us, or that we ſhould be permitfed 
to /pzak unto him; ſhall we there- 
fore ſtarve our ſelves, and go naked? 
ſhall we therefore refuſe to hear, 
and pray? In the Sacrament there 

- Is ſomething of duty, and ſomethings 
| of 
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of priviledge > when we are com- 
manded todo a duty reaſonable and 
ft, ſhall we refuſe becauſe we are 
«worthy ? when we are invited un- 
to a Benefit great and free, and ne- 
ceſſary, ſhall we reſiſt it becauſe we 
are not worthy? To do this is to 
render our ſelves more undeſerving. 
When God offers Favours, we may 

and oxgbt to accept, though we are 
_ unworthy of them. 

(2) All men are unworthy in the 
ſenſe of the Law. Every man im his 
beſt eſtate is altogether vanity, Pſalm 
39-5. We are alk an unclean thing, 
and our righteouſneſs ts as filthy rags, 
Iſa. 64. 6. The meaning 1s, at! men 
are Sinners, and: their beſt ſervices 
are imperfeCt and polluted. There is 
none r:zo4teoxs, no not ove, accard- 
ing tothe ſtriftneſs and ſeverity of 
the. Law, which requires. ueſinning 
obedience. This amworthineſs then is 
nota reaſon why thou ſhiouldſt re- 
frain; yea, 

( 3 Y If thou art ſenſeble of this 
thine np and deſirous " 

3 e 
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be made more worthy, thou' ovght- 
eſt. for that reaſon to come. *Tis 
ſ«ch that Chriſt invites: -Come unto 
me all ye that are weary and be 

laden, and 1will gsve you reſ}, Matth. 
11, 28. He Came not to call the righ- 
reons, but ſinners to repentance, Matth. 
9. 19. Ho every mai that thirteth 
come— Ia. 55. 1. The Spirit and 
the Bride ſay come, - and let him that 
3s a thirſt come, — Revy.22. 17. Senſe 
of ſpiritual wants, and defire of ſpi- 
ritual ſupplies, is part of Goſpel- 
worthineſs ;; and that which gives a 
right to the Sacrament. Thy being 
an unworthy Sinner, is not, a Teaſon 
why thou ſhouldſt refrain, except 
thon art obſtinately Feſoly?d to con- 
tinue ſo. The Beggay is never the 
more unworthy of an Alms, becauſe 
he is in -74gs and great miſeryz nor 
the ſick, man the more unworthy of 
the carcand paizs of a Phyſician,- be- 
cauſe his Diſeaſe is great and violewt 
upon him, If indeed the Beggar 
lovesand chuſeth wart, and ſcorns 
charity; if the: Patient bates and re- 


fiſts 
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ſits the Phyſician and his applica- 
tzons;, in ſuch a caſe the one is un- 
worthy of relief, and the other of 
the means of health. If this be thy 
Caſe in Spirituals, thouart wmworthy 3 
and till thou art of another temper, 
I would not perſwade thy coming. 
But if on the other hand, thou art 
ſenſible of thy ſins, , and deſirous of 
pardon and grace tO reform, thou 
haſt the qualification that renders 
thee one that may and ought to come : 
and thou art worthy. as a Brggar 
is of an alms, or the Sick of Phyſick.: 
that is, thou warteft it, and Chriſt 
invites thee to come, and to receive 
ſupplies ſuitable to thy wants. So- 
that if it be 74s with thee, the ſen- 
tence of the Apoſtle pronounced on: 
him that eats and drinks unworthily 
will not concern thee. | 

But the Doubter preſleth the 
matter more partzoularly; Know- 
ledge, Faith, and Repentance are 
neceſſary to this worthineſs: _ But I 
have no knowledge, 1 cannot believes 

1 cannot repent;, and therefore an 
not wervby, I E 4. = 
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} ſhall ſpeak to theſe diſtin, 
and apatt. 


 Asto what concerns, (1) RnoWs 
ledg, | propoſe zkeſe things. 

( 1 ) Perhaps thou art miſtaken 
"inthe Degrees of Knowledge that are 
neccllary. IE. is not neceſſary that 
thou ſhouldit have knowledge in 
d.e and controverſial Points, no, 
nor yer in many deftrinal Opt: 
ions about Rcligion, that are leſs 
ſpeculative and mice + It Is not ne- 
cc{fary, that thou ſhouldeſt be ac- 
quainted with the d:ſputed matters 
about the Sacrament, or be able 
to diſcourſe largely upon the Sub. 
ject. No, Neceſſary knowledpe is in 
few things, and thoſe- prattical. If 
therefore thou art inſtrufted in the 
main plain Points of Chriſtian Do- 
Frine, and in the great Rules of 
Chriſtian Life; if thou underſtandeit 
' the Sacrament to be a Remembrance 
of Chriſt, and a confirmiug our Co- 
venant with God; and knowelſt thoſe 
 eaſie thiogs I have before ſet coup 
ee! | _ - about 
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aboutit : There 1s no_realon then 
why" thou ſhonldft plead ignorance 
in batr to thy. Duty and Pr.viledge, 
But | 

(2) If {thou © art” really 5onorant 
ig . thoſe plain | things, thy: 1g- 
norance is inexcoſaÞle ; *tis a great 
ſm, and an« argument of prodigraus 
careleſneſs and neglett. For: no one 
can want capacity to know things 
foeaſie;'and hu one can. want ' oP- 
portunity . to: kaow- things- ſoa com 
mor, andino-one can pteadexcuſe-for 
Not endeayouring to-know things. ſo 
neceſſary.” If this then be thy caſe, 
o_ of thy ſtupidity and: cares 

neſs* that <occahoned ' thy igno- 
rance,” and appiythy-e}f . prefenrty 
to thy Spiritual Gurde; or: rome hos 
neſt know ng Neighboar, to in'truct 
thee in_thoſe great ang: neceflary 
matters. Bea'raidand altamed ro 


live a day longer in:\uch dangerous | 


darkneſs amidftfymuch clear light : 


And till thow haſt get oat ofthis - 


ſtate- of | wilful -blinduets,. mtddie 


not with Holy'Myſteries.: Butitit,.. 


© $. ©... I hopes, 
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few of you: Thoſe that make the 
Obje&ion, are moſtly ſuch as do ir 
upon the former miſtake, which I 
have endeavoured to retifie. 

(11) Want of ffgithY is pleaded. 
And to this ſcruple I ſay, 

(1 ) Perhaps thou art out, and 
haſt been mſ-reught in the Do- 
rine of Faith, It may be thou 
takeſt Faith to. be an- afſwarce of 
Salvation ;/:or ſuppoſeſt- that it re- 
quires thy aſſent to mary Princi- 
ples, and ſuch as are. wnreaſonable 
or doubtful, or perhaps thy mind 
hath been confounded by phraſes, 
and wvarioxs, metaphorical, and - dark, 
repreſentations of. Faith; fo_ that 
thon doſt not: ſo much as know 
what it is, Or wherein it conſiſts. 
Theſe all have been, and often are 
the caſes of many well-diſpoſed 
Chriſtians. The good man is not 
abſolutely «fured of his Salyation1 
or he doubts ſometimeg. of. ma 
Doltrines and Opinions that he ha 
been tavght to believe as Funda- 
| mentals, 
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mentals, or his underſtanding is 
confuſed by variety of odd notzons 
and therefore he thinks he hath not 
Faith, and dares not approach the 
Holy Table. It any of theſe be thy 
condition, . rectifie thy Thoughts, 
and thou wilt be-rid of thy vain 
Fears: Conſider the matter freely; 
look on it in the Light of Scripture 
and Reaſon, and thou wilt find, 
that thoſe concezts about Faith were 
groundleſs. Lay this down for cer- 


tain, that the plaineſt and moſt obvs-- 
ous account of it is trueſtz For God: 
would not make that the great con-- 
dition of the Holpel, which 1s diff 


cult to underſtan | 
Now the plain, ſcripteral; rati- 


oral Notion is this, Faith in the gene-- 


ral is the belief of a Propoſition affir- 
med; Divine Faith , the belief of 
ſomething upon. a Divine Teſtimony , 


Goſpel ſaving Faith is ſuch a belief; 


of Divine Teſtimony, as hath influ- 
ence upon the heart and prattice,: and 


conforms them unto _it. If now... 


we belicye other Teſtimonies, but ue 
” that 
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that which God hath given us by, 
and of his Son, our Faith is meerly 
humane, and we have-nothing ro 
do. with the Holy Sacramen. ' If 
we. belzve the Revelations. of God. 
in the Goſpe!, . but that belief bath 
not yet had ſuch power upon our. 
affeftions and * converſations as it 
ought, and as we deſive :. In this, 
cale we may, and ?tis our duty to 
come to the Lords Table, to pro: 
feſs that degree 'of Faith which we 
have, and to pray for more; that it- 
ray be made js frong and lively, 
as to tr4nsform Our, hearts, and” all 
qur powers. ints the l:þmeſs” of it; 
and into þ4s Tekereſs who is the Au- 
thor and F miſher.. of our Faith. And 
finally, if our" faitb hath afready.bad 
this effett up5n. us, we. are to come 
to the Sacrament. for ſurther con- 
firmation of it. This 1s. the ſhort 
and plain account of ' the matrer, 
and if I,ſhon'd run ir out into fur- 
ther diſcourſe, this part wonld* be. 
diſproportioned to the reſt. If my 
Ureyiry leave any. cf.'you _ 


. 
3 "<0 


to.tiy be aft WENT 3k 
fied in this, or any other things be. 
. Jonging to my Subject, lam at hand, 
willing and ready to give you further. 
ſatisfation. But 

(2 ) It-may be tlie weakreſs and 
imperfettion of thy Faith makes thee 
- think thou, haſt ore. ' In this caſe, 
ask thy ſelf the queſtion: Do T 
think that Chriſt Feſus was an Impo:. 
ſtor, and that the Goſpel is a Fax 
_ ble?” Thow fartleft and abhtre 

theſe thoughts : Hence thou mayeſt 
be aſſured” that, thon. haſt ſome ae- 
gree of Faith; - But that (it may be) 
isvery ſmall and low : Be that the 
caſe; Ask thy ſelf then again; 
. whether thou haſt any deſ#e that 
thy weak Faith ſhon!d "be ffrenyth- 
thened;” and "thy imperfe# Faith: 
ſhould be: improved to greater and 
nobler meaſures ? If thou art a per- 
ſon fit ro! be dealt with under this 
Head of” Conſcience, it 1s thus with! 
thee; thou art ſorry for-rhis mmper- 
fiftinn, and defirons of growth and” 
improvement: And if ſo; apply thy: 
iflf to the Huly Sacrament,” as kt 


I 
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the proper means of growth, and re. . 
medy of thy imperfeftions. Here 
thy Faith will be exerciſed, and by 
excrciſc it will be felt; ſo that thy 
doubts will be cleared :/ Experience © 
will aſſure _thee.. And how: thy 
Faith will by the uſe of this Ordi. 
nance, be quickned and advanced, 
I haye ſhewn already. Thus to the 
ObjeCtion from the ſuppoſed want | 
of Faith. But 
(11) The good man thinks that. 
be wants Bepenitance too - He 
cannot repent he. faith, and there- 
foreis not worthy. In anſwer,  F. 
ake notice that, ' 
In Repentance two things are Con-, 
fiderable, viz. 1. Sorrow for io, 
and 2. Tarning from it to a life of 
Holineſs and Vertue, 
. x. It may. be thy ſorrow is not 
ſo-intenſe and great as thou thinkeſt 
is fit and ſuitable to ſuch an occa-- 
fion: Thou canſt not weep and 
grieve ſo much for thy ſin as the 
evils of .it requirez and yet thou 
mayeſt not wholly wagt the —_ 
0 


| #tthe) 


of Repentarice, Al indeed are 
Sinners, and all muſt repent: But 
men are Sinners in different mea- 
ſures and degrees of guilt; and 
their ſorrow*and humiliations will 
likewiſe be different. Deeper Con- 
victions and greatey . Agonies and. 
Pangs of Sorrow may be expected 
from them whoſe fins have been cap 
tal and zotorious, than from thoſe 
others whoſe lives have been more 
civil, and lefs tainted with raving 
Enormities- It may be then thy E- 
ducation hath been ſober, and thy 
Inclinations not bent towards the 
groſler Vices z. thou haft 'not+ com- 
mitted any borrid Crimes, of ſuch 
fins as look gaſtly in thy Conſcience 
and conſequently thy Converſion 
hath not thoſe rterroxrs, and that 


. dreadin it, thoſe melting ſorrows, 


and. violent. expreſſions of grief 
that thoy FINE. if, ſame others. 
Though it be, th«s," thou baft tio rea- 
ſan to be diſcourag8,, If thy ſarrow 


+ be ſo much as' to efigage thee to 


bumble thy ſelf before "Ged, fin- 
cerely 


cerely;to b ace and forpgivene 
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thy ſins, .and reſolutions againſt 
them ; .that ſorrow of thine is godly 
ferrow, and part of true repentance. 
thongh, it have not the greateſt 'de- 
grees of vehemence - Theſe may be 
wanting on another account allo'in 
- them that are. truly penitent ; their 
er may be mare cold, and their 
. Calmgr . thah others are; 
and on this ſfore.. their reſeutments 
tes notable, and the. expreſffons of 
themJeſs eager: $6 that violences in 
ſarrom are not always arguments of. 
true repentance,, nor the abſence of 

them a ſign of. impenitency and bard; 
neſs,” If thou art fo ſenſible ,of fin 
as.to delice. and endeavour to over-- | 
come and 'forſake it, thou att a 
Penitent.n part, and thou ovghteſt 
to come to the, Sacrameat . for the 
ſtrengthning- of that ſenſe, and'to_ 
gain more aſſiſtance and*more reſo- 
Intion- to ſubdue, thy fin.. And if 
there be any, real defe#*in thy ſor- 
row, repair thicher, that it may be 
hoe; at 
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awakened, and excited to degrees 
more becoming and effetsve. 

But( 2 ) The Objection preſleth 
as to.the ceher part of Repentance. 
I cannot leave my fin, and therefore 
dare not approach the Holy. Myſte- 
ry. Byt doſt thon deſire it ? doſt 
thou endeavour it? If ſo, though 
thy deſires are imperfect, and thy en- 
deavours weak, yet it is thy duty 
to preſent thy ſelf at the Holy Ta- 
ble. There thou mayeſt expeCt to 
have thy Deſires mncreaſt, and thy 
Endtravonrs heightned and encoura- 
ged. And howboth the former act 
of Repentance, which is Sorrow, and 
this of averſation, are promoted by 
the Sacrament,' 1 have particularly 
ſhewn in the former Periods, -to 
which 1 refer you for your fuller 
Anſwer to this and ſuch like Obje- 
Ctions. | 

Thus of the © S-ruples that ariſe 
from the firſt Head, the apprehen- 
ſion of our own «worthineſs. 1 de-- 


ſcend ta another. 
(U) Some 
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(11) Some abſtain from the Sa- 
> crament becauſe of the UInwor- 
thineſs of Dthers , wicked men _ 
are admitted, and they will not 
have communion with ſuch. Yea, 
they are- commanded ro have no 
fellowſbip with them, Epheſ. 5. 1.1. 
and to. come out from among them, 
2 Cor. 6: 17, 
For the anſwering this, I pro- 
poſe theſe things tobe conſidered. |} 
( 1) Haſtthou taken the Merbod- 
of our Saviour, Matth-. 18. 15. , with } 
we Sinner, from whoſe communion 
jou thinkeſt thou muſt withdraw ? 
 Haſt thou privately told. him of. his. 
Faults? Haſt thou admoniſht. him | 
before Wieneſſes f Haſt thou told the 
Church ? If Jo thou haſt done, -and- 
be perſiſt ſtill in his wickedneſs, he 
will no doubt be legally excluded 
from Chriſtian Communion ;, and: ſo 
the foundation of thy doubt will be 
taken off. | 
(2) How art thou ſure, when 
thou ſeeſt thoſe thou calleſt wicked 
comme tothe. Sacrament, that hey 
0. 
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] wo thoLows Suppev/” or 


do not repent of their wickedneſs, 
and come to the holy Ordinance to 
beg pardon for their fins, and ſtrength 
againſt them ? How doſt thou know 
that they are not come- to bird 
themſelves by deep reſolutions, and 
ſacred Vows, to a ſpiritual warfare, 
and a new obedience? Their coming 
makes profeſſion of ſuch deſigns and 
reſolutions, and how doſt thou know 
that that profeſſion is inſincere ? 
Haſt thou a way of prying into the 


heart ? 


But the .man returns to his ſins 
as ſoon as he hath done, and hence 
thon wilt ſay, thon knoweſt his 
hypoerifie. This indeed were fome- 
thing, ifit could be certainly fore- 
ſeen ;, but how he will demean him- 
ſelf after the Sacrament, thon canſt 
not foretel; This may have. more 
effect upon him than former Sairg- 


ments have had. -This 1 ſay, may 


be, and charity thinketh no evil, but 
believeth all things, hbopeth all things, 
x: Cor. 13. Or, ifit now again prove 
otherwiſe, it is no certain evidence: 


Ki 


that the man - on/y made . pretence 
and ſhew; he might ther mean and 
defign truly and well; but tempta- . 
tions and his -luſts were too ſtrong 
for. him, and carried him away a- 
gainſt all his endeavours. and reſo- 
lutions.. | 

(3) Thou performeſt other ſacred 
duties,. in which thou remembreſt 
Chriſt, and. haſt Communion with 
God, in the company of evil men. 
Thou jpyneſt in hearing, and'- pub- 
lick prayers with ſuch; and why 
mayeſt thou not be preſet at the 
Sacrament with them ?: - 

.If it be pretended as a reaſon of 
difference, That. hearing. the Word, 
and Prayer, are romverting Ordinan- 
ces, but the Sacrament is  not-ſo: I 
ask thee then, whether ,thou mean- | 
eſt by -[, converting a tarning men; + 
from open Infidelity to the Profeſſion. 
of the . Chrift;an Faith, and : the, 
owning Of Chriſtian FVertues? or 
only the turning thoſe that | profeſh 
this Faith and Religion befare , ta 
the praftice of them ? If thou _in- 


tendeſt - * 
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tendeſt the former, the Sacrament 
indeed is 20 converting Ordinance; 
nor are the Word and Prayer ordi- 
narily uſed for ſuch 'Purpoſes'among 
us, where the Goſpel is already ge- 
nerally profeſt': And "thou doſt not 
bear the company of the wicked 'of 
which we ſpeak in the places of pub- 
lick. worſhip, upon any ſ#ch expe- 
ctation. : 

But if by converting Ordinance, 
thou meaneſt ( as is moſt likely ) 
ſuch a'one as God nſeth as a means to 
cauſe men profefling the Name of 
Chriſt to depart fram iniquity, to 
turn from fin to holineſs, and from 
the power of Satan unto God ; 1 fee 
no reaſon why any ſhould think, or 
ſay, that the Sacrament iS NO con- 


 verting Ordinance. - 


If it -be not, either *tis becauſe 
the Sacrament is No proper means, 
or becauſe God will not concar by 
his Grace withit. Neither of theſe 
can be ſaid with any ſhew of rea- 
ſon; Not the former; for why 
fhould 'riot - the ſolemn GT 
(0) 
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of Chriſt, and the Conſideration -of 
what he hath done and ſuffered, be a 
means for the kiling of ſin, which 
he came to deſtroy , and the promo- 
ting holineſs , which he lived and 
490 by ans ? yeds _ cn be 
uppoled more /ikely an ul 

for the - promoting %of that bleſſed 
purpe e? why ſhould not the foe 
and ſeal of God's gracious Cove- 
nant to give pardon and eternal Glg- 
ry to all that forſake their fins, and 
live at. holy life, be a fit Inſtrument 
to provoke thoſe that underſtand it, 
to renounce their ſins, and to devote 
themſelves unto holineſs? why 
ſhould not that ſolemn, ſacred en- 
gagement, that. all that know what 
they do lay on themſelves at the 
Sacrament, vo edeavour tO depart 
from every known evil, and to pra- 
tice every known duty, be a means 
tooblige them to it ? Certainly there 
is nothing that in the nature of. the 
thing, (ſeems to be a more likely 5n- 
ftrument to convert men from a life 
of ſin, toa life of holineſs; than the - 
| ſacred 
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ſacred remembrance of. our Lord at 
his Table. So that if this Ordinance 
be not converting, it muſt be, be- 
cauſe God will not concur by his 
Grace in it : But whoever ſaith that, 
ſpeaks what he cannot kxow, and 
carmot prove z he talks witbout books 
and againſt it; and is ſo extrava- 
gant in his Aſſertion, that it would 
be folly to attempt the confuting of 


him. | . 


T his I have ſaid on this occaſion, 


"Not to engage in a Controverſie, but 


to clear a matter of. Chriſtian pra- 
fice. And the very Root of. this 


1 Objection lies in this conceit , That 


the, Sacrament is not a converting 
Ordinance; For which there is 10- 
thing but Fancy, and the bare ſay- 
gs of ſome miſtaken men. But 
now, if as I have proved, the Sa- 
crament may be, and is an Inſtru- 
ment to Converſion, then, why 
ſhould any refrain, becauſe evil men 

are admitted to it ? 
( 4 ) If wicked mencome to the 
Sacrament that are not propered 
or 
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for it, 'theit «npreparedneſs is their 
fin, and they ſhall anſwer for it - Bug. 

we ought not therefore to neglect + 
onr duty , becauſe they have omit-*. 
ted rthesrs. We may; and we onght 
to adviſe, and admonifſh them to 
prepare themſelves for the Ordi- 

. Dance before they come to it: If 
they will not follow onr brotherly 
admonition, we cannot help it; we 
have done what we can to render 
them more worthy, and their fin ſhall _ 
not be laid to our charge. To pre- : 
pare our ſelves for the Holy Com- "| 
munion , and to addreſs our ſelves} 
unto it, 5s that which we are ſure - 
concerns us; If we neglect, "tis oxy . 
ſi, and other mens ſins will not ex- * 
cule us. Their ſinning in one kind, 
ſhould be no reaſon why we ſhould 
ſm in another. There is 'no reaſon 

- that we ſhould ſtarve our ſelves; 
becauſe others take the bread that 
belongs not to them. "HY 
\ (5) If we are worthy Commu- 
nicants, and others receive #nwor- 
thily, They have no Communion with 

us, 
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K, nor we. with them: They only 
eat bread, and drink, wize ;, but we 
partake of the myſtical body and 
blood of our Lerd. Our Communion 
1s with the Father, and with his Son 
Zeſus Chriſt, and with the Faithful, 
worthy Receivers ;, but the unworthy 
partake neither with 4s nor they. If 
an Fpe leap upon the Table, and 
eat of the bread where Friends are 
met at an entertainment, Is he 


therefore a Gueſt? ls he one of the 
, | - Company ? If writings are to be 
*S mutually, ſealed there among the 


Friends, and that Creature catcheth 
up the Seal, and doth as the Coye- 
nanters do, is he therefore a party? 


He doth the ſame aftiov, but not 


with the ſame deſigns and ends ; 
and theſe make the communion, The 
caſe is thus in reference to thoſe 
nogodly men that s*trude to the 
Sacrament ; and the pious Com- 
munſcants have no reaſon to think 
themſelves concern'd in their com- 
pany. Their bodzes are together, but 
their ſpirits aft and move different 
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ways. The Communion is ſpiritual; 
and only thoſe that receive. as they 
ought have fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
and with one another. And'this were 
- enough'to anſwer ar Part of the 
objeCtion alſo that is taken from 
Scripture, where we are forbid to 
have fellowſhip with wicked men. 
(6) When Chriſtians are prohi- 
bited wicked Fellowſhip, Eph. 5. 11. 
It is evident that the prohibition 
concerns heathen myſteries, which 
are there call'd the wnfruiful works 
of darkneſs, becauſe they were uſed 
in cloſe receſſes; and v. 12. the A-_ 
poſtle ſaith, 7t is a ſhame to ſpeak of 
thoſe things that are done of them in. 
fecret. Chriſtians were not to com- 
municate With the Heathens in their 
abominable Myſteries: No, nor may 
they partake with wicked men in 
any ation of vice, nor , make them 
their boſome friends, nor be con- 
cerned with them in other matters 
more than needs; eſpecially if they 
are opeily prophane, and obſtinately - 
un- 
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ungodly, But it doth not there. 
fore follow, that they muſt forſake 
their Lords Table, and the moſt 
ſolemn expreſſions of duty to- him, 
becauſe evil men sntradingly pre- 
ſent themſelves unto it. - 

And whereas Chriſtians are 
commanded to come our from amony 
them, and to be ſeparate, 2 Cor. 6, 17. 
"Tis plain, that the perſons they 
are required to ſeparate from were 
Heathens and flolaters : For they 
are called -Unbelievers, v. 14. Infi- 
dels, v.15. And that they were J14o- 
laters, is intimated werſ. 16.. what 
apreement hath the Teniple' of 'God 
with © Idols? whence it follows, 
wherefore come out from amongſt them, 
So that this place doth not concern 
the preſent buſineſs; Chriſtians 
were to ſeparate from the Worſhip 
of Heathen 1dolaters, but it doth 'by 
no means follow hence that they 
muſt forſake the true Chriſtian 
Worſhip, becauſe evi/ men , {who 
yet profeſs Chri{t) afford their pre- 
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ſence at it- 
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And this may ſuffice for Anſwer 
to the Objections taken from the 
w1worthineſs of others. that are ad- 
mitted in 7x: Communions. 


Laltly » The unworthineſs of our 
May of adminiſtration is pretend- 
ed by ſome, as a reaſon why they 
cannot communicate with us. I 
ſhall only ſpeak briefly, to two ex- 
ceptions of this ſort. | 

(1) The Sacramem is adminiſtred 
among us in the way of Forms of 
Prayer, which they think to be con- 
trary to ſpiritual Worſhip. And (2) 
kneeling at it is required, which the 
ſuppoſe to. be contrary to the fir 
example; and ſo an irregular po- 
ſture of receiving. | 
To the firſt, I ſay theſe things, 
(1) Worſhip and Prayer may be 

- ſpiritual, where Forms are uſed : 
For the* ſpirituality doth not conſiſt 
an the promben on words, but -, oy 

' due intention and ingagement 'of the 
Joul. If we pray in fark, with bu- 
aulity, ſplf-reſignation, and holy 
| deſire 
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deſire of the good things we pray 
for, we pray # the ſpirit, though 
bya Form. And if on the other 
hand, weexpreſs our ſelves in cor: 
cerved prayers never ſo fluently and 
earneſtly , and have not thoſe dif- 
poſitions of foul npon ns when we 
pray, our prayers are formal, 
though without a form. Which of 
theſe is firteſt in it ſelf, I ſhall not 
diſpute, but only ſay, that neither 
is unlawful, but both have their 
uſe ; and add, rhat one ſorr may be 
propereſt at one time, and the other 
fort at another ſealon; ſo that *cis 
filly ſuper/tst:on to be devyored' to the 
OPinion of oxe of them, as abſolutely 
to condemn the other as unlawfull. 
In publick Worſhip, Forms have 
the advantage in ſecuring the gra- 
vity and ſolemnity of it, and in his 
too, that the worſhippers know what 
it is they joyn in: But in ſecret de- 
votions,conceivd prayers may ſome- 
times ſuit better with particular 
occaſions, and may engage the affe- 
Ctions mere, So that either of theſe 

F 3 may 
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may be. uſed, as | ſhall beſt accord 
with the ends of Prayer. And when 
the publick Authority of the Church 
requires the one, we may not ſcr#- 
ple it,  thongh we are more affe fed 
with the other; eſpecially, ſince we 
may in private take the liberty to 
uſe which of them we think fitteſt. 
(2) Thoſe that are moſt againſt 
Forms, pray by them, when they 
joyn With- another that prays, 
though he do it never ſo much ex- 
tempore - For the peoples minds 
.are not concern'd in venting the 
words they pray by; | the Miniſter 
gives a Form tothem. And if you 
may pray in the Form of a private 
perſon, . dictated to you ſuddenly, 
and without deliberation, and which 
on do not know before, whether 
1t will agree with good ſence, or 
found dofbrine,, why then may you 
notdoitin the. forz of the Church, 
compos'd by. wiſe and reverend per- 
ſons upon mature conſideration and 
advice, eſpecially when they are 
 f#-has we do, or may know before 
| s £0 
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to be pious and grave, ſatable to 
Chriſtian zeceſſities, and Chriſtian 
truths? There is no ggod reaſon 
that I know to make a ſcruple of 
the /atter, if we admit the former. 

(ll) Kneclins- at the Sacrament 
ts not agreeable to_ the ſirf rxample ; 
our Saviour adminilter'd to his 
Diſciples frting; and perhaps you 
fear there is ſomething of Popery in 
the poſture of kneeling. 

I anſwer (1) we are not bound 
toa nice and punctual obſervance 
of allthe circumſtances that were in 
the primitive example : The Sacra- 
ment was firſt adminiſtred in the 
Evening in an upper room, only to 
twelve perſons, and thoſe Men, and 
Eccleſiaſticks, or at leaſt ſuch as were 
deſtinedto be ſo: But even the Ob- 
jetors donot think we are obliged 
to att in the Sacrament ſtrictly af- 
ter the example of theſe particy- 
lars: and why ſhould we ſuppoſe 
our ſelyes to be tyed in the matter 
of poſture, more than in thoſe 0- 


ther Circumſtances, which we ac- 
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knowledge to be of no binding 
nature. (2) The poſture of thoſe 
times at meals was not fi:ting, but 
leaning, according to the then Cu- 
ſtom of the Romans. So we read 
Fobn 21. 20. That the.beloved Difſ- 
Ciple leaned on his maſters breaſt at 
Supper. And though the Engliſh 
Tranſlation renders, Zuke 22. 14. 
He ſate down, and the Diſciples with 
himz it is in, conformity to our 
phraſe and cuſtom, which is ſuting : 
for the word in the. Original 
[ aremos ] doth not imply that pe- 


| flure, but is applicable to «ry other 


that is uſed, as well as ſitt5xg. So 
that if we are ſtriftly tyed to the 
original poſture, we muſt lean at 
the Sacrament, and neither ſie nor 


Tneel. But (3) the Inſtitution hath 


not bound ns toeither the one or 
the other, but left the matter tobe 
determined by the general Rnles of 
Decency and Reverence. And ſince 


the Fathers of the Church have 


commanded krneel;ng, as the poſture 


YevVe- 


reverence In receiving the pledges: 
of divine Love; I feeno: reaſon ' why 
any ſhould boggle at it; much: 
leſs why they ſhould refuſe theic 
Duty, and their Priviledge, abſtain: 
from their. ſpiritual food, and.the 
ſolemn remembrance of: their dear 
Lord, rather than ddb- a thing ſo 
3nnocent, 10 decent, and ſo reverend, 
which the Authority of the Church 
requires from: them. He-hath bus 
little appetite to his meat, that-will 
not,eat it except he may do it in 
ſucha faſhion as is agreeable to his 
own humour. 

I, but thſe Objeftor doubts; that 
theres real danger, and ſomething 
of Popery-in the caſe ; the Papiſts uſe 
kneeling to {ignifie their adoration 
of the Hoſt; and the Serupler fears 
there may. be ſome ſuch thing in 
our Practiſe. But this fear 1s very 
uncharitable* and* groundleſs, ſince 
our Church doth fo vehemently. and 
conftantly declare againſt the: Tran 
ſubſtantiation of the Romaniſts,. and 
the adoration of any creature'; and 
| Fa ligce 
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fince we are always told, that kzeel- 
ing is required for ne other reaſon 
than to ſienifie our humility and re- 
wverence : And though the Papiſts do 
expreſs wore by -that poſture, yet 
fince'our Church declares, that this 
is all ſhe. intends in reverence to the 
conſecrated Elements, there is no 
ground why any ſhould think ove 
is meant by it. Kneeling ſignifies 
reverence aS well as worſhip, and the 
declaration of the perſon himſelf is 
enough to ſhew which of them he 
*1tends. But beſides, though the 
Papiſts adore the Bread as the real 
Body of Chriſt, and therefore kneel 
before it, yet that can be noreaſon 
why we ſhould: zot in this remem- 
brance of our Lord adore himſelf : 
They kneel to him as preſent cor- 
porally; we worſhip him as. virtu- 
«ly and ſpirszually preſent. 

This I might urge further as a 
poſitive Argument for the poſture 
of kyeecling, over and above the 
vſe- of- .it, as an Anſwer to the Ob- 
jection. Thus, allacknowledge. that 

Chriſt 


Chriſt is to be worſhipp'd. Receiving 
the Sacrawpept igithe proper: Worſhip 
of Chriſt; and kneeling is a proper 
ſignification of adoration. It follows 
that on ths. account kneeling is fir, 
and fitteſt to be uſed in the aftion 
of Communion. But I ſhall purſue 
this matter no further, , what 1 have 
faid may fatisfie the modeſt and rea- 
ſonable ;, and people that are ſet 
andreſolyd in their opinions, will 
not be ſatisfied with never ſo much: 
MOTE.-. | 

. 1 ſhould. now draw to an end,. 
but I am Joath to leave you: with- 
out ſome particular Rules _of Pre- 
paration, Theſe 1 ſhall lay dowy 
plainly and briefly in- the enſuing; 
periods. | | | 
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| CHAP. VIE»: - 


He Perſons that are to come 

to the Sacrament may be di- 
ſtinguiſhed into two ſorts, viz. Ei- 
ther ſuch as do- repent and are ſorry 
for their $7, but have not-yet in 
any good degree prevailed over 
them or, thoſe vther more improved 
and grown Chriſtians, who in'con- 
fiderable- meaſure have maſtered 
their Sins, and are endowed: with 
many habits of Holinefs and Virtue. 
The” firſ# ſort are yet under the 
Law, viz. a ſtate of ſenſe and con- 
vittion of fin, but have not attained 
to the glorions Liberty of the Sons 
of God, or the ſtate of power over 
them. But the others have arrived 
to that power in competent mea- 
ſure, ſo that f doth not reign in 
their wortal bodies, becauſe they 
are not - wander the Law, but wnder 
Grace.' For diſtinftion ſake I call the 


firſt ſort, Bare Penitents ; the 


ſecond, the Faithful, Now the 
Prepa- 


Preparations that concern theſe are 
different as their ſtates are. 

I. For the bare Penstents, and 
ſorrowers for Sin, I adviſe them to 
prepare by the Rules following. 

( 1) Endeavour to make your 
ſelves as ſenſible as you can of the 
evil of ſin;, Conſider it iv an enemy 
unto God, and to your own happi- 
neſs; as the baſeſt ingratitnde, and 
the greateſt deformity; as a thing to 
be- hated for it ſelf, if there were 
no\conſideration had. to its effetts - 
Look upon it- as. the deſtroyer of 
your preſent , as well as future peace 
and felicity; as the enſlaver of 
your ſouls to the Devil, and that 
which debaſeth them to the like- 
neſs and. condition of beaſts. Ag- 
-gravate ſuch conſiderations in your 
thoughts by all the circumſtan- 
ces that may render fin odious to 


_ EE i 


Ou... | 
F:C2) Conſider. the gracious: na- 
"ture of the Covenam that. God bath 
made with ,us in his Son-; That by 
that Covenant he hath: aſlured all 
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true Pexitents of pardon of thein 
Sins, and freneth- againſt them.. $0, 
that be: our Sins never ſo -axy., 'or 
ſa hbainous, they will be forgiven, if 
we repent and turn from them; 
and 'be they never ſo ſtrovg and 
violent uponus, they may be. over- 
come, it: we accept, -and uſe the 
grace that the Covenant offers ta 
us. Repreſent theſe things duly, 
and frequently to your thoughts, 
and for the: making the deeper. im- 
preſſions on: them, colle&t thoſe 
places of Scripture . that ſpeak ſo 


tully 'of 'the Tove and Aferozes of 
God, his readineſs to pardon, and 
deſires of our happineſs the frequent 


and free offers of his kindneſs ; Hig 
i#vitations to Sinners to. comme: unta 
him, and his .often', bewailzngs :of 
their obſtacy and hardneſs in run- 
ning from him - Conſider that he 
ſent his Son into the World. to 
feek and: to fave them that were loſt, 
to bring ſmners to repentance, | to take 
away the ſins. of the World, to deliver 
us from the wrath to ' come, and _ 

. 4 . | 4 
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the World through bim wight be 


. ſaved; | ſay, draw together ſuch 


pallages, dwell upon them in thy 
Meditations, till thou haſt fd thy 
Soul with them. And then thou 
wilt find great encouragement to 
ſeek for pardon, and will be ſup- 
ported againſt thoſe faintings, and 
deſpondencies, that the meer ſenſe 
of Sin, without a Saviour, might 
occaſion in thy Soul. 

(3) After this, ſummon up all 
thy Reſolutions againſt thy Sins; 
Conſider thy Baptiſmal engage» 
ments, how juſt, and reaſonable, and 
neceſſary they were; Reſolve to con- 


firm them by new Vows. Content 


not thy ſelf with ſome cold and inde- 


finite intentions of leading a-new 


Life ſome. time or- other, but endea- 
vour to ſettle in a firm, wnalterable 
purpoſe of fighting againſt Sin, 
and living unto God. Do all thou 
canſt by Reaſon and Religion, by 
the Conſiderations of Duty and of 
Intereſt, to fix thy ſoul bere. And 

f, irs 

(4) Be 
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(4) Be earneſt with God un 
P+ayer; to give thee a fuller fight 
of Sin, and clearer, ſurer thoughts 
of pardoning Mercy : To- preſent 
thee with more arguments to heigh- 
ten thy reſolutions, and to make 
thy ſoul more capable of being mo- 
ved by them. 1 ſay, apply thy ſelf 
unto God by Prayer, publick; pri- 
vate and fecret prayer, Confeſling 
thy own. vileneſs, acknowledging 
his Mercies, and reſolving new 
Tn. And being thus prepa- 
red, 

(5) Look on the holy Sacra-- 
ment as thy great Duty and Reme- 
dy; AS: that to which: God: calls 
thee, and - the ſtate and: neceſlicies 
of thy foul” call 'thee; As that Or- 
dinance* in which thou arr to ſeeb 
and mayſt expeFF pardon and ſtrength; 
xeſolutlon, and peace. Conſider thjs, 

_ and- raiſe- thine appetite and ex- 
pettations ; --for they rharhunger and 
thirſPlafter 'riphteouſneſs ſhall be filled. 

And -now when. thou haſt: exer- 

ciſed thy felf in theſe aCts, and the 
| cu%e 
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time of the holy Communion ap- 
proacheth, Then 
(6 ) Imploy thy time in aw«- 
kening and affeftionate thoughts of 
Chriſt thy Lord. Conſider the 
reatneſs of his Condeſcenſion, the 
Lindnefe of his Undertaking, the 
holynefs of his Life, the purity of 
his Dofrine, the heavineſs of his 
Sufferings, the power of his - Reſur- 
rettzon, and the- glory of his Aſcen- 
ſiop. Turn thy thoughts earneſtly, 
and often, upon theſe and ſuch in- 
ſtances of the Hiſtory of the holy 
Feſus, and by them- diſpoſe thy ſelf 
toa befitting remembrance-of him 
at his Table. | 
And ( Laſtly ) Gatherup all thy 
thoughts. and reſolutions together, 
viz. thy apprebenſions of the vile- 
neſs of ſin, of the Grace of the Gve- 
141 __ RR of thy - Lord - 
thy*prurpoſes of leaving every evi 
and of renewing thy _— 
Vows, and ſay to thy ſelf, Now is 
the time come that I muſt uſe theſe 
thoughts and reſolves, that } may 
| obtain 
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obtain pardon, and ſtrength, victa- | 
ry over ſin, and aſſurance of hap- 
pineſs: My Lord invites me to the 
great repreſentation of the evil of 
fin in his ewn ſufferings z to ſee his 
Body wounded, and his Soul made an 
Offering for Sin, inthe Type of Bread 
broken, and Wine poured out, To 
remember his Congueſt over Sin by 
Death, anda glorious Reſurrettion ; 
To ſee the Covenant of Grace and 
' pardon ſealed: He, invites me. to 
theſe priviledges, and calls, upon 
me to bind, my ſelf ſtronger in this 
holy Covenant, and thereby to 
make my ſelf the ſubjet of thoſe 
bleſſings it aſſures and conveys- 
I ſay, imploy thy Soul in ſuch 
thoughts, and bring them with 
thee to the Lords Table, ſpread 
them before him here in bumble 
Confeſſions, Supplications, and Ac- 
knowledgments, and thou mayeſt 
then expect to receive the benefit 
thou art ſeeking after. 
Theſe are Preparations for a bare 
Penitent, that hath yet made but 
k little 
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little progreſs in ſubduing of his 
Sins- And though” the higheſt de- 
grees of all theſe are not abſolutely 
neceſſary to the coming of ſuch to 
the Lords Table ; yet the more they 
have been exerciſed in them, ſo 
much- the better it is, by ſo much 
they are more prepared, and ſo much 
more they may expect of the bene. 
fits. But if your minds, that have 
not been uſed to ſpiritual things , 
will not fix long on ſuch thoughts 
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far as you can; proceed in the Me- 
thod preſcribed with that d/zgence 
and care that becomes one that is 
ferious.: And then, though your pre- 
parations be imperfet® now, they 
may be more compleat againſt «re- 
ther ſeaſon. If thou art ſenfible they 
have been ſo defet;ive, maintain and 
keep up that ſenſe, and refolve up- 
on it, to endeavour to fit thy ſelf bee- 
ter for another Sacrament, by renew- 
ing the ſame method, which will 
be eaſter for thee in the progreſs than 
it was In the beginning. x 
g 
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As for the other ſorp, viz . H. Thoſe 
thar have advanced in the conqueſt of | 
their ſims; They are to att over alt 
the former particulars, that I have 
adviſed to the bare Penitents: For | 
being yer ſinners, and imperfett, they 
have need to uſe that method. And 
there are theſe few other Direttions 
to be briefly added, that do further 
Concern. them. 
(1) Call your ſelves to a parri- 
cular account concerning your ſs, 
examining what vices you are moſt 
adaiftted- to,, and what are the ſins 
of your tempers, or of your Pr0- 
feſſion and Calling : when you have 
found thoſe, . exerciſe . particalar atts 
of Repentance upon them, and re- 
new- your reſolutions againſt them: 
Conſider, that allowance of thent 
1s inconſiſtent with ſincerity, and a 
ſtate of true regeneration ; that ''tis 
neceſſary you ſhould oppoſe and 
fubdue them; and that the holy Sa» 
crament is to be uſed as a means for 
that bleſſed end. | 
( 2.) Examine what ground yo 
| have 
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have got upon your ſins ſince the laſt 
Sacrament, Whether. you are now 
more tender and fearfull of offend- 
5ng God than youf were before ; whe- 
ther your #clinatiov to any evil 
be. more weakened and mortified ? 
If ſo, take incouragement hence zo 
£0 0n with more Chriſtian vigor and 
reſolution. If not, humble your 
ſelves for your u»fruitfulneſs, and 
endeayour to diſpoſe your ſouls to 
make a better ule of the xext oppor- 
tunity. 

( 3 ) Inquire into the ſtate of 
your ſouls as to your Graces ;, what 
Graces are wanting, and what are 
weak? which are "growing, 'and 
which at a ſiand ? and when you 
have found the condition of your 
ſouls as to theſe, then exerciſe your 
meditations upon theſe | Day 
in the Life, Dottrine, and Precepts 
of your Lord, whom you are to re- 
member” at his Table, that may be 
proper for your caſe. Apply your 
thoughts, and cares, and reſoſutions 
thas way. Deſign and; reſolve to * 
ten 


' 3x8 An Earneſt Yubttatfon 
tend-the holy Sacrament for the ſup. 
ply of thoſe wants, and to endeavour 
to uſe it ſo, that the needed graces 
may be obtain'd, and the wa or 
may be ſtrengthned, that thoſe that 
are at a ay may be put into motion 
forwards, and thoſe that are prow- 
ing may be farther improved. It you 
thus provide, and imploy your 
ſelves in the method before re- 
membred, yon will then be meet 
partakers of the holy zyſterres, and 
may aſſure your ſelves of the bleſ- 


ſings and advantages which they 
convey. | | 


_— Subject would have requi- 
' red a larger diſcourſe, but my 
preſent buſineſs was principally with 
the careleſs and negligent, to whoſe 
condition 1 have moſtly applied m 
felf. For the others, that are ſolici- 
tous for their ſopls, and deſirous to 
be further informed about this great 
and important affair of preparation, 
I ſhall adviſe them to get , and care- 
fully to read and digeſt two ex- 
cellent 
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cellent Books” of the Sacrament - 
The former 'called Menſa Myftice, 
ora Diſcourſe concerning the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper, by Dr. Si- 
mon Patrick; and the. latter named 
the Chiilttan Sacrffice,  contain- 
ing molt excellent Xeditations and 
Prayers, both before and after the 
Sacrament. © 

In the fir# deſign. of this little 
Diſcourſe 1 intended to have added 
fome things of that ſort for your 
uſe; but while I was thinking of it, 
my Pious, Learned, and Excellent 
Friend the Author, ſent me one of 
thoſe his laſt Books, the Devotion 
and 'Piety of which is extraordinary 
and there is nothing that I know, 
fitter to prepare your affettions, and 
to excite them to the nobleſt 
height of deſire and /ove, than thoſe 
heavenly. Meditations? And you 
cannot ufe more proper, judicious, Or 
affeftionate Prayers than thoſe he 
bath annext. So that I was excecd- 
ing glad when I ſaw this uſeful, 
much needed work, ſo — 

| y 
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bly well done, that there was no 
occaſion of my doing any more in 
it, than earneftly, to recommend 
that Book to your peruſal. And I 
intreat you to get it into _ your 
Houſes, and from time to time to 
endeayour to warm your Souls by it, 
when you are preparing for the Sa- 
crament, and by itto fixyou in your 
reſolutions of living according to your 
. Engagements there, when you have 
attended on that bleſſed Ordinance: 
And now, my Friends, I leave 
you to the bleſſing of God, and the 
conſideration of what 1 have faig. 
Whatever - judgment may be made 
of it, .[ have this teſtimony that [ 
meant it ſincerely. And 1 ſhall never 
Ceaſe to pray, that both you and 1 
may lincerely practice according to . 
It. | 


Your faithful Monitor and Servant, 
]. G. 


| Sacha bebe 
Poſtſcript, 


TO THE 


Citizens: 


OF 
| 
|BATIHE. 
Chriſtian Friends, 


Efides the Writing of this 
Book for your Ulſe, I have 
taken what Care I could, you 
ſhould have it in your Hands; 
| G and 


Polkiſcript; 
and eſpecially thoſe of the poorer . 
ſort that cannot buy. - 7 was ex- 
treamly - ſatisfied to perceive ſo 
good an Ffﬀfett of thoſe Endea- 
vours at the laſt ſolemn time 
of Sacraments. Such Commu- 
nions have not been here fince 
our unhappy Troubles, that un- 
hinged all: And now give me 
leave toask you ; 

Did it not comfort your Hearts 
zo fee ſomething like the former 
days of Charity and Peace? Ts 
#t not a blefled ſight to behold a 
full Aſſembly of Chriſtians mer | 
with one accord, to Worſhip. 
Chriſt their Lord? 7s not the 
Service more ſolemn, and are 
ot our Hearts more raiſed 2 Are 
| #0t our Devotions kindled by the 
Zeal of others ; and our Spirits 
refreſht by going to the Houſe of 
God in company ? 7/5 it not joy- 
fall to ſee the mutual Amity of 
kriſtj- 


Polſcript, 
Chriſtians expreſ# there; and 
to joyu in full conſent in remem- 
bring our dear Lord ; joyntly 
vowing our ſelves to his Service, 
praifing him for his Love, and 


_ waiting on him for his Bleſſings ? 


[s not this more like Religion 
and Worſhip, than the diſcou- 
raging ſight of a few, ſcatter'd 
here and there, when multitudes 
turn their backs upon this Feaſt 
of Divine Grace and Love? 7s 
uot this more comfortable than lis 
ving in a ſtupid negleft of a great 
known Duty 3; and tetter than 


running into corners after fan- 


cies and unknown ways? 7s 
ot Religion more honour d, and 
Peace more promoted, and Cha- 
rity and Edification more ad- 
vanced, by a joynt Worſhip of our 
Redeemer, than by Separations, 
and proud Singularities > Have 
#ot our Children and Servants 
XV a 
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a better Example in ſuch a Pra- 
ctice ; and are they not prepared 
for Reverence, and a carefull * 
ſenſe of Religion, when they ſee 
full Congregations devoutly at- 
tending upon the Service of \it ? 
Will not the great reproach of the 
Reformation be taken away by 
ozr Unanimity a Worſhip ; 
and the ſcandal of our coldneſs 
' and want of zeal, that hath turn'd 
fo many to the Church of Rome 
0n the one hand, and to the Sets 
o# the other, in great part be re- 
moved; and our Church better ' 
ſecured in theſe dangerous days 
from thoſe Enemies on both fades ? 
To theſe things, Sirs, if you 
_ conſider, you muſt conſent, and 
1 beſeech you to weigh ſeriouſly 
the Benefits that will accrue to 
your ſelves andthe publick weal 
of the Church and Kingdom, 
by an: Accord in Worſhip. As 


_yout 


Poltſcript. 
. you have begun in this, I hope 
you will hold on, and ſhew that it 
was not only a Fit of Devotion, 
or any by-conſideration hat in- 
duced you to it, but a conviction 
and ſenſe of Duty. 

7 have repreſented . to you the 
neceſſity of perſeverance in Re- 
ligion, and the dangers of A- 
poſtacy : They that endure to 
the end ſhall be ſaved, Mark 
13.13. But if any man draw 


back, God ſaith, his Soul hath - 


no pleaſure in him. *7zs a ter- 
rible ſaying that of the Apoſtle, 
which I wiſh you well to conſider : 
It is impoſſible for thoſe who 
were once enlightned, and 
have taſted of the heavenly 
Gift, and were made Parta- 
kers of the Holy Ghoft, and 
have taſted the good Word of 
God, and the powers of the 
world to come, if they ſhall 
G 3 fall 
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fall away, to renew them a- 
gain to repentance: #ebrews 


6. 4,5, 6. 


Tou have now ſolemnly con- 
firmed your Baptiſmal -Engage- 
ments, and facredly wowed 
your ſelves to Chriſt as his Ser- 
vants aud Subjedts; what e. 
ver imperfeftion there was 
in thoſe beginnings, take heed 
ou do not account, them as 1no- 
thing: God doth. not deſpiſe 
the day of ſmall things: 
Zech. 4. 10, Tou are not to be 
diſcourag'd. becauſe you feel not 
any great Efles at firſt ; the © 
progreſs of the Grace of God, 
like the growth of Plants, is of= + 
ten by degrees, inſenfible; in 
continuance you will find the: be- 
nefit, increaſe of your Graces 
and of your Comforts : | But if 
you leave off what you have be- 

; gan, 


Pokticript. 
gun, you will grow worſe and 
worſe ; more hardued in fin, and 
more averſe to ſpiritual Du- 
ties; you will diſhonour Reli- 
glon, and the holy Sacrament, 
more by your Apoltacy, thar 
ever you did by your former ne- 
glefts: Ton will offend and diſ- 
courage others from trying thoſe 
ways which you have attempted 
and left ; and wo be to thoſe 
by whom ſuch Offences come. 
But, Sits, 1 truſt, you, having 
begun in the Spirit, wil? not 
thus end in the Fleſh. Tou 
have ſolemnly profeſs your Be- 
lief Re rn Wks Sr 
to him; hatred of your ſins, and 
reſolutions of new Obedience : 
and I hope you ſee no cauſe to 
alter your Minds: If not, in 
the Name. and Fear of God, 
keep on, in. .your Attendance 
on that Sacred Ordinance; 
G 4, Hem 


 Poliſcript. 
neglect no Opportunity of meek? 
Tg your Lord, profeſſing your 
love, and receiving Tokens of 
his. The Primitive Chriſtians 
did at firſt every Week ; and 
our trequency 7» the ſame Du- 
ry may contribute much to the 
reftoring that Divine Spirit of 
Holineſs, and peace, and love, 
that was ſo eminent among thoſe 
bleſſed Saints aud Martyrs of 
Jeſus. 7 wiſh you would afford 
me Occaſion to deliver the Sa- 
crament every Month (all the 
Year) as 7 doit during the Sum- 
mer-ſeaſon, for the ſake of 
thoſe pious Strangers that are 
willing to uſe ſpiritual, as well 
as natural means of health : 
and I ſhould bewery glad to meet 
more of you at ſuch times. It 
would be no hindrance to your 
Aﬀairs; for God and Relti- 


gion are never out of a Mans 
way. 


Polkſcript. 


way. At his Table we ſeek, and 


may hope to find his Bleſling ; 
and this is neceſſary to the con- 
cerns of this life, as well as 70 
thofe of the next. 

And methinks every one that 
hath any ſenſe of \n, and re- 
morſe for it, ſhould rejoyce there 
is ſuch a Remedy, and have 
frequent recourſe to it. We fall 
into ſin daily, and thereby wound 
our Confciences and lay 7#n 
matter for troubles and tears - 
This . obligeth us to repeated 
Aﬀts of Repentance, and the 
more ſerious aud (olemn 7? zs, 
the more efftectual it will be, 
and the more comfort and peace 
will ariſe from it, 


Now is the holy Sacrament . 


we ſolemnly profeſs, coufirm, and 
exerciſe our Repentance, and 
receive there aflurance of par- 
don and peace with God ; /a 
_ that our own needs ſhould urge 
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us to frequent attendance or 
this ſacred Duty, and to de- 
ſire, and earneſtly to expett the 
returns. of z?. "2 
This, as it © would eaſe thoſe 
that are oppreſt by the burden of 
their ſins, ſo would -it be an ex- 
cellent preſervative againſt it : 
For nothing tends more to the 
deſtrudtion of our fins, and 
growth of our Graces, than of- 
ten to examine our ſelves, to 
renew 0ur Reſolutions, and to 
implore the Divine Aid and 
Help.: And to theſe Exerci- 
fes the holy Sacrament enga- 
geth us; and therefore this is 
ene of the moſt eflectual Inſtru- 
ments of Reformation, and an 


holy Lite, that we can uſe. 


por the whole, my Chri 
ftian Friends, let us all repent 
and be heartily ſorry that we 
> have 


have hitherto been ſo wa nting 
to this great Duty, and to this 


Spiritual Intereft ; and' reſolve, 


through the Grace and Strength 
of God, to expreſs our unfeigned 
Repentance for o#r former ne- 
glecs, by our future diligence. 


To aſſt your Devotions 7n it, 


T here: annex” fome particular 
Prayers, which thoſe that are 
not better provided, may ufe as 
there is need, Theſe I thought 


very proper to be added, becauſe 


1 fear many perform. this Duty 
i# a cold, dead, cuſtomary 
manner, for want' of ſome ſuch 
Help: 

And: now I pray God to bleſs 
theſe poor Endeavours - both to- 
You and Me,. and that we ma 
be encouraged. and excited Ly 
them to-conſtancy in our Duty, 
and” aſſiſted by his Grace: concur- 


ring with them to perform this: 
ſolemn 


I'3E 
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ſolemn Worſhip with ſach Sin- 
cerity and Devotion, that bis 
Name may be ghrifieds and our 
Souls comforted with the pardon: 
of our Sins, and peace of Con- 
ſcience here, and at length at- 
tain that everlaſting peace and 
reſt that remains for good men 
in the Kingdom of our Lord. Fe- 


fas: To whom with the Father 


and Holy Spirit, be Praiſe and 


Adoration henceforth and for || 


ever. Amen. 


A Prayer at Entrance, before 
the Holy Sacrament is begun. 


Oſt gracious Father, Thou in- 
viteſt me a vile Sinner, un- 
worthy of the leaſt Favour, to a 
Spiritual Banquet, to a Feaſt of 
Love: Lord, I am come upon thy 
gracions call; being poor and nee- 
dy, weary and heavy laden under 
the burthen of my ſins, I come un- 
to thee, O Lord, for relief and 


8 reſt: Help me to approach theſe ho- 


ly Myſteries with fear and reverence, 
deep Humility, and -ardent Devo- 
tion : with an Heart full of Faith, 
and Love; ſenſible of thy infinite 
Goodneſs in NEng thy Son to die 
for me; and of his inexpreſlible 
Love in undertaking and accom- 
pliſhing the work of my Redempti- 
an; truly ſorry for my manifold fins, 
and throughly reſoly'd againſt themz 
and grant Holy Father, that hereby 
my Graces may be ſtrengthned, and 
my {ins 'deſtroyed : That I may x 

tnee 
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thee ſincerely,. and acceptably all the 
days of this mortal life, and in thy 
due time-attain thy everlaſting King- 
dom, through the Merits and Medi- 
ation of Jeſus. Chriſt , my bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, Amen. 


4A Payer while others are Re- 


Cerving. 


O Lord, I praiſe thy Name that 
Thou art pleaſed to admit me: 
to the Congregation of thy People, 
to be partaker of the Communion: 
ef Saints, and in that, to enjoy Ho- 
Iy Felowſhip- with thy ſelf, and a. 
comfortableEarneſt of that glorious,. . 
perfect, moſt happy Commuinon 
thou haſt given us ground'to hope for 
m thy Kingdom : Grant, gracious 
Lord, that | may thankfully and 
joyfully-entertain this Privilege, and 
be diſpoſed'by it to Uniyerſal' Cha- 
rity and Love unfeigned to: theſe thy 
People, and to. all Chriſtians.. And: 
Lord help theſe thy Gueſts worthily: 
to.receive this preſent Token of thy: 
Love, 


Love, and make them and me fuch in 
reality and truth as weare herein this 
ſolemn Profeſſion, thy obedient an& 
faithfull Subjefts. Let our hearts 
be knit to Thee and to each other, 
that we may henceforth live in unity 
and brotherly love, forgiving one 
another, forbearing one another, as 
God for Chriſt*s ſake hath forgiven: 
us; being pitiful and courteous, rea- 
dy to do goodand to communicate z 
to diſtribute to the neceſſities of 
thoſe that want, and prepared for 
every good work: That Gods holy 

Name may be glorified, our Profefſi- 

on adorned, Chriſtian people edified,. 
and our Souls comforted with the 

Peace of God ,and peace of Conſci- 

ence here, and finally rewarded with 

the full Enjoyment of the Love and 
holy Communion of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt; through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


Another. 
A, Lord, Thou God of Love, 


grant that as we thy Servants 
are 


foz the Lozds @upper, x35 
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| are here met in a-joynt and ſolemn 
remembrance of thy Son our Lord, 
in Hager to wg agen rorers and 
me POET t ; ſo all the Mem- 
b_ N thy Church may agree in 
the ſame common profeſſion of thy 
Name, and of thy Sons Religion ; 
performing the great Duties, and 
participating the main Ordinances 
with one accord, in one heart and 
one mind, that our Diviftons being 
cur*d and our Animofities laid aſide, 
the Scandals occaſion'd by them may 
be remoyed, Atheiſm and Infidelity 
may be afham'd, all wickedneſs, 
Spiritaal as well as Carnal, may 
be diſcountenanc'd, and true pta- 
tical goodneſs. advanced in the 
World : That Peace and Love, 
and all the bleſſed fruits of. them, 
may abound, and true Rc<«ligion: 
in \the power of it, may gloriouſly 
increaſe; that the Profeior s of it 
may no longer contend about Mint, 
Anniſe and Cummin, but heartily and 
fincerely mind the great things of the 
Law; and particularly the Law of 

| Love, 


Love, that New Commandement, that 
we ſhould love one another : That we 
may return to the Primitive bleſſed 
temper of Holineſs and Charity, and 
frequent Communion ;z that we may 
ſhew our Faith by our Works, and 
our Love by our Obedience; and 
not ſpend our zeal and ſtrength in 
diſputing, but ingage the vigour of 
our Afﬀections and Reſolutions in 
holy living, and hereby expreſs our 
afteftionate remembrance of Chriſt, 
and prepare our ſelves for that en- 
joyment of him, which we expect 
through the Merits and Mediation of 
that bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


A P1aper when the Miniſter 
draws near with the Ele» 
ments. 


| ns be thy Name, O Lord, 
that I was born in a Chriſtian 
Land, and admitted to thy Church 
by Baptiſm, and have lived_to a ca- 
pacity of ſealing my PI 

ows 
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F ' Vows inmineown perſon : Lord, I 
heartily take thoſe Engagements up- 
onmy ſelf; Irenounce all ſins, the * 
works of the Devil, all worldly va- 

' nities and ſenſual lufts : I heartily 
believe thy holy Religion, and fin- $ 
cerely profeſs, conſtantly to endea- Þ 
vour to obey thy Laws, and ear- 
neſtly implore the aſſiſtance of thy 
Grace and Spirit to enable me to 
keep theſe Reſolutions; through Je- 
ſus Chriſt my Lord. Amer. 


. A Prayer at the receiving of the 
Bead, 


Ord,l receive this broken Bread, 

/ the Repreſentation- of thy Bo- | 
dy, in memory of thy wonderful 14 
Incarnation, and meritorious Suf. } 
ferings, and vow by it, thatI will 
by the Grace of God, perſiſt inthe *: 
ſtedfaſt Faith of thy moſt excellent } 
Religion, and fincere Obedience to * 
thy moſt holy Laws, to my lifes end.. 
Amen. 6 


4 Anotheys. © | 


% 


ou 
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Another. 


Ord, I believe, help my unbelief. 

I take this Sign of thy Body as 
a Token of thy Love, and Seal of thy 
Promiſes, to obtain for me the Par- 
don of my Sins, and the Salyation of 
my Soul, upon the terms of Faith and 
new Obedience: Lord, I ſtand to 
my part of the Covenant, and in full 
aſſurance of Faith, I rely on thee for 
the accompliſhment of thine: Be zz 
unto me according to thy word. Amen. 


Another. 


Rant, O Lord, that this Bread 
of Life, receiv*d by me in ited- 
faſt Faith and humble Thankful 
neſs, may refreſh and nouriſh my 
Soul, 'and be an'effeftual means of 
the growth of my Graces, and in- 
creafe of my Comforts, tillI come 
to 'Life Everlaſting, through Jeſus 

- Chriſt my Lord. Amer. 


A 
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A Prayer at the receiving of the 


Cup. 


Ord, I remember with all hu- 

. mility and gratitude the Effu- 
ſion of thy precious Blood for me, * 
and the Atronement made by it: 
Grant me ſucha ſenſe of thoſe Suf- 
ferings as may awakena due abhor- 
rence of my fins, and ſuch an 2p- 
prehenſion of that Propitiation, as 
may encourage my addreſles to the. . 
Throne of Mercy for pardon and 
; Peace; and quicken my Endeavours 
..in the ways of Repentance and holy 
Living, till 1 obtain the Bleſſings 
thou haſt purchaſed by thy Merits, 
and promiſed in thy Goſpel. Amer. 


Another. 


| Hat manner of Love was 
this, that while we were 
Enemies Chrift dyed? Lord, make 
me deeply ſenſible of this aſtoniſhing 
goodneſs; and enable me to expreſs 

"* my 


my thankfulneſs by a conſtant and 
intire ſubjeAtion unto Him; who hath 
bought me with the ineſtimable price 
| of his moſt precious Blood, towhom 
be praiſe and adoration, for eyer , 
and ever. Amen, 


Another. 


the waſh me from my ſins 
through that Blood which 1 
here commemorate z that being de- 
liver'd from the terrors of guilt and 
wtath, | may ſerve thee without fear, 
in righteouſneſs and - holineſs all the 
days of my life, according to the 
Precepts of thy Goſpe), which thou 
haſt enforced by thy holy Example, 
and Sealed by thy meritorious Suf- 
ferings. Amen. 


A Prayer after recetving in 
both kinds. | 


\ LL Glory and praiſe, and 

Adoration be given to thee, O 
Lord ; for all thy beneligs, CIOny 
for 


foz the Lozds Supper; -14x © 


for thy Son, for his Life 
and Death, Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
fion; for his Doctrine, and for his 
Example; for the appointment of 
this Memorial Feaſt, for thy gra- 
cious Invitation of poor Sinners to 
thy Table, and for thy .admitting 
me, the unworthieſt of them, to 
partake of thy Spiritual Dainties. 
Let me never farget this Love, or 
ceaſe to remember this dear Lord 
but carry the thoughts of him and it 
into all'my affairs, that they may re- ' 
- gulate and direct the actions of my 
life, to the promoting his Honour, 
and expreſſing my acknowledgments 
of his. goodneſs: That fo at laſt I may 
poems of his Glory , and enjoy the *' 
ull manifeſtation of his love,through 
his merits and mediation, in his hea- 
venly and everlaſting Kingdom. 
Amen. © 


Another. 


Lord, I have now once 
more, in confidence of thy 
gracious 


foz the Lo:ds Diupper; 
' gracious aſſiſtance, entred into a 
ſolemn reſoltion againſt my ſins, 
to be more watchful over my 
ways, and to have more regard 
unto thy Laws. I moſt hum- 
bly, and penitently implore thy 


pardon. for my manifold breaches 


of ſuch ſacred Vows; thoſe at 
Baptiſm; ahd others fince at thy 
Table: and now earneſtly © be- 
ſeech thee to afford me ſuch 
meaſures of that Grace, which thy 
Son hath purchaſed, and promiſed, 
as may be ſufficient to ſtrengthen my 
natural weakneſs, and to overcome 
my powerful temptations; that I 
may ſerve thee acceptably, and faith- 
fully,all the days of my life ; through 
Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


Anqther. 


Lord, thou haſt ſealed to me 

the Covenant of thy Grace 
made to me inand through thy Son, 
and aſſur*d me of the Forgiveneſs of 
my Sins, the Power of thy wy 
| The 
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the enjoyment of thy Love, , upon 
_ the Conditions of Faith and Re- 
. .pentance. Lord, I moſt ſubmiſlive- 
_  Iypraiſethy Divine Majeſty for this 
Grace, and . wonderful- condeſcenti- 
on,. in entring into Covenant with 
ſucha-worthleſs Sinner; I for ever 
loveand adore thy bleſſed Son, my 
dear Saviour, .for the Merits of his 
Life aid Death, ' by which he hath ſa- 
tisfied thy Juſtice,-and procured this 
gracious Covenant. Help: me, . O 
Lord, to abound-more and more in 
Acts of deyout Praiſe and holy 
Love; and to give conſtant heed to 
the diligent = ſincere performance 
_of thoſe reaſonable Conditions which 
thou haſt required, and I have ac- 
cepted, and engaged to fulfil : That 
I may obtain the Effefts of thy gra- 
cious Promiſes, through Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord, - Amen. FIN 


-&, & 
F 


F INIS. 


ountenance, and - | 


